
 
 

 
Tuesday, March 17, 2020  
    -- Tuesday of the Third Week of Lent  

    -- Feast of St. Patrick, patron of the Diocese of Harrisburg 

 
Fr. Sherdel’s Mass Intention: Special Intention of Thomas 
Prosceno 
 
First Reading: Daniel 3:25, 34-43 
 

Azariah stood up in the fire and prayed aloud: 
“For Your name’s sake, O Lord, do not deliver us up forever, 
or make void Your covenant. 
Do not take away Your mercy from us, 
for the sake of Abraham, Your beloved, 
Isaac Your servant, and Israel Your holy one, 
To whom You promised to multiply their offspring 
like the stars of heaven, 
or the sand on the shore of the sea. 
For we are reduced, O Lord, beyond any other nation, 
brought low everywhere in the world this day 
because of our sins. 
We have in our day no prince, prophet, or leader, 
no burnt offering, sacrifice, oblation, or incense, 
no place to offer first fruits, to find favor with You. 
But with contrite heart and humble spirit 
let us be received; 
As though it were burnt offerings of rams and bullocks, 
or thousands of fat lambs, 
So let our sacrifice be in Your presence today 
as we follow You unreservedly; 
for those who trust in You cannot be put to shame. 
And now we follow You with our whole heart, 
we fear You and we pray to You. 
Do not let us be put to shame, 
but deal with us in Your kindness and great mercy. 
Deliver us by Your wonders, 
and bring glory to Your name, O Lord.” 
 
 



Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 25:4-9 
 

Remember Your mercies, O Lord. 
Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; 
teach me Your paths, 
Guide me in Your truth and teach me, 
for You are God my savior. 
Remember Your mercies, O Lord. 
Remember that Your compassion, O Lord, 
and Your kindness are from of old. 
In Your kindness remember me, 
because of Your goodness, O Lord. 
Remember Your mercies, O Lord. 
Good and upright is the Lord; 
thus He shows sinners the way. 
He guides the humble to justice, 
He teaches the humble His way. 
Remember Your mercies, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Peter approached Jesus and asked Him, 
“Lord, if my brother sins against me, 
how often must I forgive him? 
As many as seven times?” 
Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times. 
That is why the Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king 
who decided to settle accounts with his servants. 
When he began the accounting, 
a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount. 
Since he had no way of paying it back, 
his master ordered him to be sold, 
along with his wife, his children, and all his property, 
in payment of the debt. 
At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, 
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’ 
Moved with compassion the master of that servant 
let him go and forgave him the loan. 
When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a much smaller amount. 
He seized him and started to choke him, demanding, 
‘Pay back what you owe.’ 
Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, 
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ 
But he refused. 
Instead, he had him put in prison 



until he paid back the debt. 
Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, 
they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master 
and reported the whole affair. 
His master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! 
I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to. 
Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, 
as I had pity on you?’ 
Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers 
until he should pay back the whole debt. 
So will My heavenly Father do to you, 
unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart.” 
 

Reflection 
 

 How often must I forgive? (Matthew 18:21)  
   “Everyone thinks forgiveness is a lovely idea until he has something to forgive.” That’s 
what C.S. Lewis wrote in his book Mere Christianity, It’s certainly true of the unforgiving 
servant in today’ parable. He happily received forgiveness from his king, but when it 
was his turn to forgive a tiny debt owed to him, he just couldn’t do it.  
   If it can be so hard to forgive little things, what about forgiving something more 
significant? Imagine a man forgiving the people who had abducted and enslaved him 
and then returning to their country to bring the good news of salvation.  
   That’s just what St. Patrick did. As we celebrate his feast today, we can learn a lot 
about forgiveness from his example. Kidnapped by Irish marauders from his home in 
England, Patrick spent years tending the sheep of a chieftain in Ireland. In solitude, his 
thoughts turned to prayer, and it changed his heart and drew him closer to God. 
Eventually, he escaped and returned home. But that wasn’t the end of the story. In 
England, Patrick began to dream that he was being called to return to Ireland.  
   How could he even consider doing such a thing? Patrick found the ability to forgive 
and return to the place where he had suffered so much because of his life of prayer and 
his reliance on God’s grace. And the rest, as they say, is history. Freed from any 
lingering bitterness or resentment, Patrick traveled to Ireland, evangelized thousands, 
and changed the entire country’s culture. 
   St. Patrick’s example might seem intimidating to us. We might think there is no way 
we could forgive something so significant. So let’s circle back to forgiving the small 
things instead. 
   C.S. Lewis said that the best way to be ready to forgive weighty things is to start by 
forgiving smaller things. Try that today. If your spouse forgets a special day, forgive 
them. If your coworker is inconsiderate, forgive them. If your child leaves dirty clothes 
on the floor, forgive them. You might even try doing something kind for the person 
you’re forgiving! Those acts will soften your heart and prepare you to forgive even 
greater things. 
Lord, help me forgive as You have forgiven me. St. Patrick, pray for me! 



An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


