
 

 

 

Monday, April 12, 2021  
 
 
 

    -- Monday of the Second Week of Easter 
 
 
 

First Reading: Acts 4:23-31 
 

After their release Peter and John went back to their own people 
and reported what the chief priests and elders had told them. And 
when they heard it, they raised their voices to God with one 
accord and said, “Sovereign Lord, maker of heaven and earth 
and the sea and all that is in them, you said by the Holy Spirit 
through the mouth of our father David, your servant: 
 

Why did the Gentiles rage and the peoples entertain folly? The 
kings of the earth took their stand and the princes gathered 
together against the Lord and against his anointed. 

 

Indeed they gathered in this city against your holy servant Jesus 
whom you anointed, Herod and Pontius Pilate, together with the Gentiles and the peoples of 
Israel, to do what your hand and your will had long ago planned to take place. And now, Lord, 
take note of their threats, and enable your servants to speak your word with all boldness, as you 
stretch forth your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are done through the name of your holy 
servant Jesus.” As they prayed, the place where they were gathered shook, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 2:1-3, 4-7, 7-9 
 

Blessed are all who take refuge in the Lord. 
 

Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples utter folly? 
The kings of the earth rise up, 
    and the princes conspire together 
against the Lord and against his anointed: 
    “Let us break their fetters 
and cast their bonds from us!”  R/. 
 

He who is throned in heaven laughs; 
    the Lord derides them. 
Then in anger he speaks to them; 
    he terrifies them in his wrath: 
“I myself have set up my king 
    on Zion, my holy mountain.” 
I will proclaim the decree of the Lord.  R/. 
 



The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; 
    this day I have begotten you. 
Ask of me and I will give you 
    the nations for an inheritance 
and the ends of the earth for your possession. 
    You shall rule them with an iron rod; 
you shall shatter them like an earthen dish.”  R/. 
 
Gospel: John 3:1-8 
 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. He came to Jesus at night and 
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do 
these signs that you are doing unless God is with him.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Amen, 
amen, I say to you, unless one is born from above, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man once grown old be born again? Surely he cannot 
reenter his mother’s womb and be born again, can he?” Jesus answered, “Amen, amen, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and Spirit he cannot enter the Kingdom of God. What is born 
of flesh is flesh and what is born of spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that I told you, ‘You must 
be born from above.’ The wind blows where it wills, and you can hear the sound it makes, but 
you do not know where it comes from or where it goes; so it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 
 
Reflection 
 

   Enable your servants to speak your word with all boldness, as you stretch forth your hand to heal. 
(Acts 4:29-30) 
   What comes to mind when you read healing stories in the Bible? Maybe you think of a saint whose 
prayers were miraculously answered. Or maybe you recall the site of a Marian apparition like 
Lourdes, where miraculous healings have taken place. 
   But what about today, and what about us? Can we expect God to use “everyday” Catholics like us 
to heal people? The short answer is yes — because we have the Holy Spirit living in us. In today’s 
first reading, we learn that the apostles, “as they prayed, . . . were all filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
4:31). It wasn’t the apostles, in and of themselves, who healed people, but the Holy Spirit working 
through them. It was God who would “stretch forth [his] hand to heal” (4:30). They believed in the 
Spirit’s power and then acted in that faith, and God did the rest. 
   Plenty of modern-day people have believed in the Spirit’s power and have seen their prayers for 
physical healing answered. Think of Blessed Solanus Casey, who was just the porter of a monastery. 
Or St. André Bessette, the doorman as well as the “miracle man” of Montreal. God delighted to work 
through them, and he can work through you too. 
   That’s the key: expectant faith. When we believe that God can heal through our prayers, we are 
giving him the chance to work through us. Sometimes physical healings do occur when we pray with 
someone. But even when they don’t, we can trust that our prayers make a difference. Perhaps the 
person we pray with will experience a sense of peace or an assurance that God is with them. Or 
they may receive a deeper understanding of God’s love or a greater confidence that God is at work 
and will take care of them. 



   So does your neighbor have chronic back pain? Go ahead and pray this simple prayer with her: 
“Lord Jesus, please heal this person, and take away the pain.” If your child has a fever, place your 
hand on his forehead and pray for the fever to leave in Jesus’ name. As you do, believe that God 
hears and responds to your prayers. 
   Lord, give me boldness to step out in faith and pray with those around me. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


