
 

 

 

Thursday, June 17, 2021  
 
 

    -- Thursday of the Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time  
 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Carol Parmer  
 
 

First Reading: 2 Corinthians 11:1-11 
 

Brothers and sisters: If only you would put up with a little 
foolishness from me! Please put up with me. For I am jealous of 
you with the jealousy of God, since I betrothed you to one 
husband to present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I am 
afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your 
thoughts may be corrupted from a sincere and pure commitment 
to Christ. For if someone comes and preaches another Jesus 
than the one we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from 
the one you received or a different gospel from the one you 
accepted, you put up with it well enough. For I think that I am not 
in any way inferior to these “superapostles.” Even if I am untrained in speaking, I am not so in 
knowledge; in every way we have made this plain to you in all things. 
 

Did I make a mistake when I humbled myself so that you might be exalted, because I preached 
the Gospel of God to you without charge? I plundered other churches by accepting from them 
in order to minister to you. And when I was with you and in need, I did not burden anyone, for 
the brothers who came from Macedonia supplied my needs. So I refrained and will refrain from 
burdening you in any way. By the truth of Christ in me, this boast of mine shall not be silenced 
in the regions of Achaia. And why?  Because I do not love you? God knows I do! 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 111:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 
 

Your works, O Lord, are justice and truth. 
 

I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart 
    in the company and assembly of the just. 
Great are the works of the Lord, 
    exquisite in all their delights.  R/. 
 

Majesty and glory are his work, 
    and his justice endures forever. 
He has won renown for his wondrous deeds; 
    gracious and merciful is the Lord.  R/. 
 

The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
    sure are all his precepts, 
Reliable forever and ever, 
    wrought in truth and equity.  R/. 



Gospel: Matthew 6:7-15 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “In praying, do not babble like the pagans, who think that they will 
be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them. Your Father knows what you need 
before you ask him. 
 

“This is how you are to pray: 
 

    ‘Our Father who art in heaven, 
        hallowed be thy name, 
        thy Kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses, 
        as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation, 
        but deliver us from evil.’ 
 

“If you forgive others their transgressions, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you do 
not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your transgressions.” 
 
Reflection 
 

   Do not babble like the pagans. (Matthew 6:7) 
   Sharon shared with her confessor that her prayer time wasn’t going well — it felt like she wasn’t 
really connecting with God. Her confessor responded with two words: “Talk less.” He advised Sharon 
to shorten her prayer time by a few minutes but focus her attention on praying more purposefully. 
   Making the effort to pray with fewer words can shake up our usual routine and just might breathe 
new life into our time with the Lord. Take the familiar Lord’s Prayer as an example. Instead of reciting 
the prayer quickly, you can try slowing down and praying it one word or phrase at a time. Linger over 
a short phrase; don’t even worry about getting through the entire prayer. 
   What follows are three phrases from the Lord’s Prayer. In each one, you might find something that 
resonates with you, something that sparks a memory or a feeling. Stop and dwell on that phrase or 
idea. Let the Holy Spirit unfold its meaning for you. 
   Our Father: you are a child of God. Perhaps God’s fatherhood calls to mind a father figure who 
had a positive impact on your life. Perhaps you think of a time that God gave you insight as you 
guided a younger person. Let the memory of that mentoring and support you experienced speak to 
you about God’s fatherhood. 
   Thy will be done: Your life isn’t random. God has a plan for you and wants you to say yes to him. 
You already know some elements of that plan for today, but others will take you by surprise. Either 
way, God will equip you to face every challenge hand in hand with him. 
   Deliver us from evil: There is evil, not only in the world crowding around you, but within your own 
heart. Don’t let it drag you down. Focus rather on Jesus, mighty enough to overcome evil in every 
form. Gaze at a crucifix, but also picture him bursting forth from the grave fully alive and victorious. 
Evil never has the last word. 
   This is just a starting point. There are endless riches to be found in every word of the Lord’s Prayer. 
So try talking less in prayer today and listening more. 



   Thank you, Father, that you long for me to spend time with you! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


