
 

 

 

Tuesday, June 15, 2021  
 
 

    -- Tuesday of the Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time  
 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Bill Thomas 
 
 

First Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
 

We want you to know, brothers and sisters, of the grace of God 
that has been given to the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe 
test of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their profound 
poverty overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For 
according to their means, I can testify, and beyond their means, 
spontaneously, they begged us insistently for the favor of taking 
part in the service to the holy ones, and this, not as we expected, 
but they gave themselves first to the Lord and to us through the 
will of God, so that we urged Titus that, as he had already begun, 
he should also complete for you this gracious act also. Now as 
you excel in every respect, in faith, discourse, knowledge, all earnestness, and in the love we 
have for you, may you excel in this gracious act also. 
 

I say this not by way of command, but to test the genuineness of your love by your concern for 
others. For you know the gracious act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sake he became 
poor although he was rich, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 146:2, 5-6, 6-7, 8-9 
 

Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 

Praise the Lord, my soul! 
    I will praise the Lord all my life; 
I will sing praise to my God while I live.  R/. 
 

Blessed he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord, his God, 
Who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea and all that is in them.  R/. 
 

Who keeps faith forever, 
    secures justice for the oppressed, 
gives food to the hungry. 
    The Lord sets captives free.  R/. 
 

The Lord gives sight to the blind. 
    The Lord raises up those who were bowed down; 
the Lord loves the just. 



    The Lord protects strangers.  R/. 
Gospel: Matthew 5:43-48 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “You have heard that it was said, 
    You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy. 
But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be 
children of your heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes 
rain to fall on the just and the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what recompense will 
you have? Do not the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brothers only, what is 
unusual about that? Do not the pagans do the same? So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father 
is perfect.” 
 
Reflection 
 

   So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:48) 
   These may be among Jesus’ most challenging words. We know how difficult it is to love even those 
closest to us. So how can we even hope to love our enemies or pray for those who persecute us — 
let alone achieve perfection? 
   There is only one possible answer to that question: through God’s grace. “We won’t have the grace 
to do what God is not asking of us,” writes spiritual author and preacher Fr. Jacques Philippe. “But 
for what he is asking, he has promised his grace: God grants what he commands” (In the School of 
the Holy Spirit). 
   So if Jesus is asking us to be perfect, then it is because he stands ready and willing to give us all 
the grace we need. By the power of his Spirit and by the gift of the sacraments, God is always pouring 
out grace to help us go beyond the limitations of our fallen humanity. 
   However, the problem often lies in our failure to trust in God’s grace. When we hear Jesus’ words, 
our tendency is to double down and strive extra hard toward the goal of complete perfection. “If I can 
just work a little harder,” we think, “I just might get there.” 
   For example, you might be having trouble forgiving someone who has offended you. But just willing 
forgiveness doesn’t always soften an injured heart. The better answer is to cooperate with God’s 
grace by bringing your resentment and anger to prayer. Surrender it to the Lord when you receive 
Communion. Seek God’s healing grace in Confession. If you ask the Spirit to soften your heart, you’ll 
find it easier to forgive. 
   This doesn’t happen right away. It may take time before you are able to love someone who has 
hurt you. But as you call on the Spirit and ask him to fill you with his grace, you will find yourself 
doing what you never could have done on your own. Maybe you’ll begin praying for an “enemy” — 
or even become one of their trusted friends! 
   None of us will ever become truly perfect, but we can confidently rely on the overflowing grace of 
God to help us come as close as possible. 
   Heavenly Father, help me to receive all the grace of the Holy Spirit that I need today. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 



and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


