
 
 

 
Friday, September 24, 2021  
 
 
    -- Friday of the Twenty-Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 
 
 
    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Tom Atkinson 
 
 

First Reading: Haggai 2:1-9 
 

In the second year of King Darius, on the twenty-first day of the 
seventh month, the word of the Lord came through the prophet 
Haggai: Tell this to the governor of Judah, Zerubbabel, son of 
Shealtiel, and to the high priest Joshua, son of Jehozadak, and to 
the remnant of the people: 
 

Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? And 
how do you see it now? Does it not seem like nothing in your eyes? 
But now take courage, Zerubbabel, says the Lord, and take courage, 
Joshua, high priest, son of Jehozadak, And take courage, all you 
people of the land, says the Lord, and work! For I am with you, says the Lord of hosts. 
This is the pact that I made with you when you came out of Egypt, And my spirit continues in your 
midst; do not fear! For thus says the Lord of hosts: One moment yet, a little while, and I will shake 
the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. I will shake all the nations, and the treasures 
of all the nations will come in, And I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts. Mine is the 
silver and mine the gold, says the Lord of hosts. Greater will be the future glory of this house than 
the former, says the Lord of hosts; And in this place I will give you peace, says the Lord of hosts! 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 43:1, 2, 3, 4 
 

Hope in God; I will praise him, my savior and my God. 
 

Do me justice, O God, and fight my fight 
    against a faithless people; 
from the deceitful and impious man rescue me.  R/. 
 

For you, O God, are my strength. 
    Why do you keep me so far away? 
Why must I go about in mourning, 
    with the enemy oppressing me?  R/. 
 

Send forth your light and your fidelity; 
    they shall lead me on 
And bring me to your holy mountain, 
    to your dwellingplace.  R/. 
 

Then will I go in to the altar of God, 
    the God of my gladness and joy; 
Then will I give you thanks upon the harp, 
    O God, my God!  R/. 



Gospel: Luke 9:18-22 
 

Once when Jesus was praying in solitude, and the disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do 
the crowds say that I am?” They said in reply, “John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, ‘One of 
the ancient prophets has arisen.’” Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter said 
in reply, “The Christ of God.” He rebuked them and directed them not to tell this to anyone. He said, 
“The Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed and on the third day be raised.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    Greater will be the future glory of this house than the former. (Haggai 2:9) 
    Imagine how encouraged Zerubbabel and his companions must have been when they heard this 
prophetic word. After forty years of exile in Babylon, they had returned to a Jerusalem in ruins. And 
yet the Lord was telling them to “take courage” and not to lose heart (Haggai 2:4). If they restored 
the Temple, he would not only fill it with his glory, but that glory would become even greater (2:7, 9). 
    The Temple was ultimately restored, and it stood for several hundred years afterward. Certainly, 
the Jewish people experienced God’s glory there. But Haggai’s prophecy also hinted at something 
greater than God dwelling in a physical building. It was foreshadowing the promise that God would 
fill us with his glory. Together, as “living stones,” we make up the Church (1 Peter 2:5). God’s 
presence dwells in each of us, and the clearer it shines forth from each of us, the brighter the glory 
of the Church becomes. 
    One of the best ways to keep God’s glory shining out of us is through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Confession clears away the sin that obscures God’s presence in us. We are restored 
to the grace we’ve lost and are reconnected to the one who is the source of grace and glory.  
    Many parishes offer Confession on Saturdays. That makes tomorrow an opportunity to be 
restored! So be encouraged. Remember that Confession is not only about your sin. It’s also about 
God’s goodness. It’s about receiving the grace of his presence so that you can live as a new creation 
and shine with his glory. Think of Zerubbabel and the people who rebuilt the Temple with him. When 
you go to Confession, you are doing your part to restore God’s temple, the Church. 
    After you make your confession, stay in church for a while and thank God that he has cleared 
away everything that blocks you from him. Rejoice that you carry his presence within you. Resolve 
that you will share that presence with the people you encounter. And remember that you are an 
essential part of the glory of God shining through the Church. 
    Lord, may your light shine in me today! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 



Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


