
 
 

 
Monday, September 27, 2021  
 
 
    -- Monday of the Twenty-Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 
 
 
    -- Memorial of St. Vincent de Paul, Priest 
 
 
    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: The Unborn 
 
 

First Reading: Zechariah 8:1-8 
 

This word of the Lord of hosts came: 
     

Thus says the Lord of hosts: I am intensely jealous for Zion, stirred 
to jealous wrath for her.  
 

Thus says the Lord: I will return to Zion, and I will dwell within 
Jerusalem; Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the 
mountain of the Lord of hosts, the holy mountain. 
 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: Old men and old women, each with staff in hand because of old age, 
shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem. The city shall be filled with boys and girls playing in its 
streets.  
 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: Even if this should seem impossible in the eyes of the remnant of this 
people, shall it in those days be impossible in my eyes also, says the Lord of hosts?  
 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: Lo, I will rescue my people from the land of the rising sun, and from the 
land of the setting sun. I will bring them back to dwell within Jerusalem. They shall be my people, 
and I will be their God, with faithfulness and justice. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 102:16-18, 19-21, 29, 22-23 
 

The Lord will build up Zion again, and appear in all his glory. 
 

The nations shall revere your name, O Lord, 
    and all the kings of the earth your glory, 
When the Lord has rebuilt Zion 
    and appeared in his glory; 
When he has regarded the prayer of the destitute, 
    and not despised their prayer.  R/. 
 
Let this be written for the generation to come, 
    and let his future creatures praise the Lord: 
“The Lord looked down from his holy height, 
    from heaven he beheld the earth, 
To hear the groaning of the prisoners, 
    to release those doomed to die.”  R/. 
 



The children of your servants shall abide, 
    and their posterity shall continue in your presence. 
That the name of the Lord may be declared in Zion; 
    and his praise, in Jerusalem, 
When the peoples gather together, 
    and the kingdoms, to serve the Lord.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 9:46-50 
 

An argument arose among the disciples about which of them was the greatest. Jesus realized the 
intention of their hearts and took a child and placed it by his side and said to them, “Whoever receives 
this child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me. For the 
one who is least among all of you is the one who is the greatest.” 
 

Then John said in reply, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name and we tried 
to prevent him because he does not follow in our company.” Jesus said to him, “Do not prevent him, 
for whoever is not against you is for you.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    The one who is least among all of you is the one who is the greatest. (Luke 9:48) 
    St. Vincent de Paul, whom we celebrate today, liked to tell his followers, “Go to the poor. You will 
find God.” But Vincent knew that sometimes we can harbor attitudes of judgment or superiority 
toward the people we are trying to help, and that can make them feel small or ashamed. That’s why 
Vincent added, “It is for your love alone that the poor will forgive you the bread you give them.” In 
other words, if we approach people with humility and love when we are serving them, we will be 
careful to treat them with reverence. We will encounter God in them and discover that the least 
among us is actually the greatest (Luke 9:48).  
    Here are a couple of examples of just this process.  
    Joe volunteered at the local food pantry. One man returned week after week complaining about 
the bread. Joe decided that instead of being annoyed with the man, he would learn his name and 
pay closer attention to his needs and preferences. When Joe set aside a package of soft rolls with 
the man’s favorite filling, he was met with a cheerful grin. “You know,” he told Joe, “I’m not homeless. 
This city is my home. I just don’t have a roof over my head right now.” The ensuing conversation 
blessed Joe with new understanding and perspective. 
    Carol took the time to call and check in on a homebound widow from her parish. She was touched 
when the woman asked about her own concerns and promised to put them on her prayer list. But 
when she called a couple of months later to check in again, Carol was surprised that the woman 
asked about her prayer intentions. Even more, she realized that if the woman hadn’t asked, she 
might have overlooked the way God had answered those faithful prayers.  
    Jesus comes to meet us in the “least among us,” who are truly the greatest. Let’s take the risk of 
going out to the poor so that we can, as St. Vincent says, “Find God.” 
    Jesus, I don’t want to miss the opportunities to meet you in those the world might consider least. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 



come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


