
 
 

 
Saturday, October 2, 2021  
 
 
    -- Saturday of the Twenty-Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 
 
 
    -- Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels 
 
 

First Reading: Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29 
 

Fear not, my people! Remember, Israel, You were sold to the 
nations not for your destruction; It was because you angered God 
that you were handed over to your foes. For you provoked your 
Maker with sacrifices to demons, to no-gods; You forsook the 
Eternal God who nourished you, and you grieved Jerusalem who 
fostered you. She indeed saw coming upon you the anger of God; 
and she said: 
 

“Hear, you neighbors of Zion! God has brought great mourning upon 
me, For I have seen the captivity that the Eternal God has brought 
upon my sons and daughters. With joy I fostered them; but with mourning and lament I let them go. 
Let no one gloat over me, a widow, bereft of many: For the sins of my children I am left desolate, 
because they turned from the law of God. Fear not, my children; call out to God! He who brought 
this upon you will remember you. As your hearts have been disposed to stray from God, turn now 
ten times the more to seek him; For he who has brought disaster upon you will, in saving you, bring 
you back enduring joy.” 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 69:33-35, 36-37 
 

The Lord listens to the poor. 
 

“See, you lowly ones, and be glad; 
    you who seek God, may your hearts revive! 
For the Lord hears the poor, 
    and his own who are in bonds he spurns not. 
Let the heavens and the earth praise him, 
    the seas and whatever moves in them!”  R/. 
 

For God will save Zion 
    and rebuild the cities of Judah. 
They shall dwell in the land and own it, 
    and the descendants of his servants shall inherit it, 
and those who love his name shall inhabit it.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 18:1-5, 10 
 

The disciples approached Jesus and said, “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?” He called 
a child over, placed it in their midst, and said, “Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like 
children, you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the 



greatest in the Kingdom of heaven. And whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives 
me. 
 

“See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven 
always look upon the face of my heavenly Father.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    Their angels in heaven always look upon the face of my heavenly Father. (Matthew 18:10) 
    Today we celebrate someone who has been by your side since the day you were born. Someone 
who has watched you grow, say your first words, and take your first steps. Someone who knows 
your struggles and accomplishments, your flaws and talents. Someone who has constantly cared for 
you and helped lead you toward greater holiness. 
    Your guardian angel! 
    Angels have long been recognized in Scripture and Catholic tradition, and people have been 
praying to them for centuries. In today’s Gospel, Jesus acknowledges the guardian angels of 
children. But guardian angels are for everyone, no matter what your age. 
    The Church teaches that every single person has a guardian angel. Think about that. People who 
deny the existence of God have guardian angels. So does your irritating coworker or the rude 
customer. Everyone, from the best to the worst! Nothing we do can make our guardian angels 
abandon us. They are an excellent example of God’s mercy and love for everyone.  
    Today, Jesus is telling us to “become like children” (Matthew 18:3). It may be hard for us grownups 
to accept the idea of angels, especially the idea of a guardian angel who watches over us. But it 
comes naturally to little children. For most of them, the idea that an invisible being is praying for them 
and protecting them is not absurd at all. 
    So maybe for today, you can try to recapture a bit of that childlike innocence and wonder as you 
pray. As you place yourself in God’s presence, imagine your guardian angel sitting there with you. 
Imagine that angel joining you in praise and worship, in intercession, and in quiet listening to the 
Lord. Take comfort in knowing that you are never, ever alone! 
    Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom God’s love commits me here, ever this day be at my 
side, to light and guard, to rule and guide. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 



Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


