
 
 

 
Saturday, September 25, 2021  
 
 
    -- Saturday of the Twenty-Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 
 
 

First Reading: Zechariah 2:5-9, 14-15 
 

I, Zechariah, raised my eyes and looked: there was a man with a 
measuring line in his hand. I asked, “Where are you going?” He 
answered, “To measure Jerusalem, to see how great is its width and 
how great its length.” 
 

Then the angel who spoke with me advanced, and another angel 
came out to meet him and said to him, “Run, tell this to that young 
man: People will live in Jerusalem as though in open country, 
because of the multitude of men and beasts in her midst. But I will 
be for her an encircling wall of fire, says the Lord, and I will be the 
glory in her midst.” 
 

Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! See, I am coming to dwell among 
you, says the Lord. Many nations shall join themselves to the Lord on that day, and they shall be his 
people and he will dwell among you. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Jeremiah 31:10, 11-12, 13 
 

The Lord will guard us as a shepherd guards his flock. 
 

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
    proclaim it on distant isles, and say: 
He who scattered Israel, now gathers them together, 
    he guards them as a shepherd guards his flock.  R/. 
 

The Lord shall ransom Jacob, 
    he shall redeem him from the hand of his conqueror. 
Shouting, they shall mount the heights of Zion, 
    they shall come streaming to the Lord’s blessings.  R/. 
 

Then the virgins shall make merry and dance, 
    and young men and old as well. 
I will turn their mourning into joy, 
    I will console and gladden them after their sorrows.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 9:43-45 
 

While they were all amazed at his every deed, Jesus said to his disciples, “Pay attention to what I 
am telling you. The Son of Man is to be handed over to men.” But they did not understand this saying; 
its meaning was hidden from them so that they should not understand it, and they were afraid to ask 
him about this saying. 
 
 
 



Reflection 
 

    Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! See, I am coming to dwell among you. (Zechariah 2:14) 
    Finally, after all those years in captivity, the time had come rebuild the Temple. Yet perhaps the 
people were wondering what would happen once it was restored. Would God really return in all his 
glory? Like Haggai in yesterday’s passage, the prophet Zechariah speaks God’s words of 
reassurance to his people: “I am coming to dwell among you” (2:14).  
    What Zechariah prophesied about God dwelling among them in the Temple was ultimately fulfilled 
in Jesus. The Lord himself, Emmanuel, God-with-us, became man. He walked among us, died for 
us, rose from the dead, and as the risen Christ, now lives in our hearts by his Spirit. This is beyond 
anything that the Israelites could have conceived. And it is cause for rejoicing, indeed! 
    Now we don’t have to go to Jerusalem to be with the Lord. Through the Holy Spirit, we can 
experience his life, his presence, and his voice within us wherever we are. We can hear his word, 
worship him, thank him, lean on him, or simply be with him. In return, he guides us, comforts us, and 
uses us to build his kingdom on earth. 
    Sometimes, though, we can forget this important truth. Or it just seems too abstract. God knows 
that as human beings, we need physical signs of his presence. He gave the Israelites that physical 
sign through the Temple, and he gives us something even greater in the Eucharist: not just a sign, 
but his very presence. Now Jesus comes to dwell in us in the most intimate way possible. As we 
receive his Body and his Blood, he becomes part of our very being.  
    So when you go to Mass tomorrow, rejoice! Your Lord has come to dwell among you, not in a far-
off Temple, but in your very heart. 
    Jesus, thank you for coming to dwell in me. May I never lose sight of this great gift! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 



who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


