
 
 

 
Thursday, September 23, 2021  
 
 
    -- Thursday of the Twenty-Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 
 
 
    -- Memorial of St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 
 
 
    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Special Intention of  

 John Vascardi 
 
 

First Reading: Haggai 1:1-8 
 

On the first day of the sixth month in the second year of King Darius, 
The word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai to the 
governor of Judah, Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, and to the high 
priest Joshua, son of Jehozadak: 
 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: This people says: “The time has not yet 
come to rebuild the house of the Lord.” (Then this word of the Lord 
came through Haggai, the prophet:) Is it time for you to dwell in your own paneled houses, while this 
house lies in ruins? 
 

Now thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways! You have sown much, but have brought in 
little; you have eaten, but have not been satisfied; You have drunk, but have not been exhilarated; 
have clothed yourselves, but not been warmed; And whoever earned wages earned them for a bag 
with holes in it. 
 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways! Go up into the hill country; bring timber, and build 
the house That I may take pleasure in it and receive my glory, says the Lord. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 9 
 

The Lord takes delight in his people. 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song 
    of praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
Let Israel be glad in their maker, 
    let the children of Zion rejoice in their king.  R/. 
 

Let them praise his name in the festive dance, 
    let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 
For the Lord loves his people, 
    and he adorns the lowly with victory.  R/. 
 

Let the faithful exult in glory; 
    let them sing for joy upon their couches; 
Let the high praises of God be in their throats. 
    This is the glory of all his faithful. Alleluia.  R/. 
 
 



Gospel: Luke 9:7-9 
 

Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and he was greatly perplexed because some 
were saying, “John has been raised from the dead”; others were saying, “Elijah has appeared”; still 
others, “One of the ancient prophets has arisen.” But Herod said, “John I beheaded. Who then is this 
about whom I hear such things?” And he kept trying to see him. 
 
Reflection 
 

    He was greatly perplexed. (Luke 9:7) 
    Jesus had opened blind eyes, unstopped deaf ears, and mended lame legs. By doing all of this, 
he had fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy about the coming Messiah (35:4-6). Herod, a Jew, would probably 
have known that prophecy. But Herod’s thoughts were tangled up in guilt, fear, and self-interest. He 
had ordered the beheading of John the Baptist, he was living with his brother’s wife, and he would 
do just about anything to satisfy his self-interest. And that tangle of thoughts prevented him from 
recognizing the truth of who Jesus was.  
    It’s natural to criticize Herod’s actions because we know that he would eventually reject Jesus and 
send him to his death. But here we see Herod in the middle — the perplexing middle — of his story. 
We see him still intrigued by Jesus and his message. 
    We all experience some degree of perplexity about the Lord. Perhaps guilt or shame causes you 
to doubt that he would welcome you. Maybe you’re disappointed that a loved one for whom you had 
prayed earnestly has slipped away into eternity. Or perhaps you’re worried about your spouse or a 
child who has turned away from the faith. Thought and emotion become tangled, and perplexity 
gains the upper hand. 
    You don’t have to stay like this! You can always turn to the Lord and let the truth of God’s presence 
and love speak to the perplexity within you. Let God remind you that his love is greater than all 
uncertainty, that the freedom flowing from repentance is worth any awkwardness, and that Jesus is 
both able and willing to strengthen anyone. Even you. Then focus your thoughts on the truth that 
you know: Jesus will never abandon you, your loved ones, or anyone, for that matter.  
    Herod let perplexity keep him from seeing the truth. You have the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, to 
guide you to all truth and to help you choose it (John 16:13). He will lead you in the way forward. He 
will help you find peace, even in the midst of perplexity. 
    Holy Spirit, help me to choose truth today, and lead me in your peace. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 



defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


