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Parish Mission Statement

All were asking in their hearts whether John might
be the Christ. (Luke 3:15). The people who had come
to hear John the Baptist were expecting something
explosive. A prophet had arisen who would denounce all the enemies, all the “bad guys” who made
life hard for everyone else. Maybe he was the Christ,
the Messiah, come to cast out the Romans and their
henchmen and restore Israel to its former glory. But
then came Jesus. A small town carpenter who spent
his time with the powerless and the sinful. The Spirit came upon him instead– not a fiery preacher calling out people’s sins, but a humble man preaching
love of enemies. Surely people were caught off guard.
Jesus came “to open the eyes of the blind,” not to
cast the bad guys into hell (Isaiah 42:7). He came “to
bring out prisoners from confinement,” not to punish people for their sins (42:7). He came to take away
our sins so that we could learn to love one anothergood guy and bad guy alike. When you hear this
reading today, close your eyes and picture the scene.
Picture John immersing Jesus into the Jordan River
– a river that had received the sins of all who had
come for baptism. Imagine Jesus accepting all of
those sins and every sin that they represent. For the
next three years, Jesus will bear these sins, along
with the sins of everyone else he comes into contact
with. And still bearing those sins, he will teach us
about his Father’s mercy, heal us from the wounds
of sin, and deliver us from whatever hatred and bitterness is stored up in our hearts. Then he will take
all that sin, hatred, and bitterness to the cross,
where he will put it to death forever. Today is the
beginning of salvation for you and for everyone else,
good guy and bad guys alike. So rejoice in this salvation and ask Jesus to help you love as he loves. Ask
him to help you love everyone. “Praise to you, Jesus,
for taking all my sins!”

Parish Information
Rosary: The rosary is prayed every Tuesday through Friday at 8:35am and Saturday evening at 4:40pm.
Communion to the homebound: Eucharistic Ministers
visit every Sunday except the Sunday following the first
Friday of the month; the Priest visits on first Fridays.
Please call the parish office if you or a family member are
homebound, have been admitted to the hospital nursing
facility.
Sponsor Certificates: Sponsors of the Sacraments can be
issued to practicing members of the parish. Please stop
by the office to complete sponsor forms.
Guidelines for the prayer list: Your family member’s
name will remain on the list for 4 weeks. Please call the
parish office to have it continue on the list.
Bulletin Deadline: Information for the Bulletin is due
9am on Thursday two weeks prior to the Sunday needed.
Announcements are due by 5pm on Wednesday. Send to:
KAnspach@hbgdiocese.org

Today’s Readings

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
The servant is a peaceful person, who accomplishes his mission quietly. “Not breaking the
bruised reed nor quenching the smoldering
wick” are indications of his gentle respect for
all. He will be a light for all the nations.
Second Reading: Acts 10:34-38
Peter’s sermon at Cornelius’ house finds him
tracing back to the beginning of Jesus’ public
ministry “after the baptism.”
Gospel: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22
The humility of both John and Jesus is on display in this narrative. Jesus’ baptism is accompanied by the powerful endorsement of the
Father and the Holy Spirit.
Readings for the Week – January 13, 2019
Monday: Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c,
9; Mk 1:14-20
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 89; Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 67, 8-9; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11;
Mk 1:40-45
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7,
8; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mk
2:13-17
Sunday: Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10; 1
Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11

-

-

Attention Parents:
First Penance, for our 2nd graders, is
scheduled for Saturday, January 19th at
10:00am. Watch for further details coming home
from RE class. Be sure the save this date in your
calendar.

St. Philip’s is a Tithing Parish

This Week…

Important Dates in January!

Sunday, January 20th, 6-8 pmYouth Night at St. Philip's. Youth
grades 7-12 invited for an evening of food, fellowship and fun!
Save the Date for CHWC Super Bowl Breakfast! Sunday, February 3rd 2019. Volunteers
will be need! Service Hours available for Confirmation Candidates!

-

Today is Deacon Fred Wendt’s Birthday! If you see him anytime this week,
be sure to give him well wishes!

–
–

Women’s Auxiliary Holiday Luncheon!
–
–
–

–
–
–

Tax Statements… If you want your 2018 tax statement, please call the office with your name, address, and envelope number. We will not be sending statements out to all parishioners. We will be
glad to send them to anyone who needs one!
Thank you! 717-872-2166.

-

Sunday, January 20, 2019 at
1:00pm to 3:00pm. Ruby Tuesdays in the Manor Shopping
Center. Members Cost is $10.00
per person. Great choices of a Special menujust for us! Bring a pair of wrapped Crazy
Socks to exchange at the luncheon. R.S.V.P
to Karen Hirschberger, by 1-16-19, at 717293-8743 (Ok to leave a message on voice
mail.) Snow date: January 27, 2019.

Projects Around St. Philip’s
–

1) Gym Floor (Diocese has approved replacement of the gym floor).
2) Roof (New rubber roof above upper entrance & classrooms. New roof scheduled for
Jan. 14, 2019 due to rain delays.)

Valentine's Dance… The Events
–
–
–

–
–
–
–
–

Committee is hosting a Valentine’s
Dance on Saturday, February 9th,
2019
at 6pm in the St. Philip’s
gym. This is an Adult Only Dance! So get a
sitter for the kiddos and spend a little quality
time with your significant other. All our single ladies and gents are welcome to come as
well. Being a couple is not required! Italian
Dinner and Drinks will be served! This is a
Free event! This event will have assigned table seating. So if you have a group you want
to be seated with, sign up using a table number. Otherwise we will add people to tables to
fill up all slots available. Signup today!
R e s e r v a t i o n s
R e q u i r e d !
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a0b44abad23a1fd0-valentines

–

Attention Daily Mass Goers!

–
–
–

We have 9am Mass on Monday, January
21, 2019 for Martin Luther King Day!

–

–

—

–
–

Week Day Mass ~Inclement weather

–
–
–

The schedule will go according to the Penn Manor School District. If school in delayed by 2 hours
or closed there will be No morning Mass. Thank
you!

–
–
–
--

–
–
–

--

-

-

-

“No law can give me the right
to do what is wrong!”

-

Abraham Lincoln

-

-

-

-

-
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