
 
 

 
Saturday, March 21, 2020  
    -- Saturday of the Third Week of Lent 

 

Fr. Sherdel’s Mass Intention: Joseph & Marguerite Schmalhofer 
 
First Reading: Hosea 6:1-6 
 

“Come, let us return to the Lord, 
it is He who has rent, but He will heal us; 
He has struck us, but He will bind our wounds. 
He will revive us after two days; 
on the third day He will raise us up, 
to live in His presence. 
Let us know, let us strive to know the Lord; 
as certain as the dawn is His coming, 
and His judgment shines forth like the light of day! 
He will come to us like the rain, 
like spring rain that waters the earth.” 
 

What can I do with you, Ephraim? 
What can I do with you, Judah? 
Your piety is like a morning cloud, 
like the dew that early passes away. 
For this reason I smote them through the prophets, 
I slew them by the words of my mouth; 
For it is love that I desire, not sacrifice, 
and knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 51:3-4, 18-21 
 

It is mercy I desire, and not sacrifice. 
Have mercy on me, O God, in Your goodness; 
in the greatness of Your compassion wipe out my offense. 
Thoroughly wash me from my guilt 
and of my sin cleanse me. 
It is mercy I desire, and not sacrifice. 
For You are not pleased with sacrifices; 
should I offer a burnt offering, You would not accept it. 
My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit; 
a heart contrite and humbled, O God, You will not spurn. 
It is mercy I desire, and not sacrifice. 
Be bountiful, O LORD, to Zion in Your kindness 
by rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem; 



Then shall You be pleased with due sacrifices, 
burnt offerings and holocausts. 
It is mercy I desire, and not sacrifice. 
 
Gospel: Luke 18:9-14 
 

Jesus addressed this parable 
to those who were convinced of their own righteousness 
and despised everyone else. 
“Two people went up to the temple area to pray; 
one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. 
The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself, 
‘O God, I thank You that I am not like the rest of humanity — 
greedy, dishonest, adulterous — or even like this tax collector. 
I fast twice a week, 
and I pay tithes on my whole income.’ 
But the tax collector stood off at a distance 
and would not even raise his eyes to heaven 
but beat his breast and prayed, 
‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’ 
I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former; 
for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 
Reflection 
 

   . . . to those who were convinced of their own righteousness. (Luke 18:9) 
   St. Teresa of Ávila taught that the virtue of humility is best understood as true knowledge: 
to see yourself as you really are, neither too high nor too low. If you have an excessively 
negative self-image and see yourself as unworthy of love, humility corrects that false 
impression in light of God’s profound love for you and the fact that you are created in His image 
and likeness. 
   In today’s Gospel, Jesus’ parable gets to the heart of the matter. The Pharisee 
actually leads an exemplary life: it’s good that he is not greedy, dishonest or adulterous! 
And yet Jesus tells us that this man did not go home justified. His prayer did not humble 
him or open him up to God – or to his neighbor, the very tax collector he despised. In 
fact, it was no more than a recital of his own good actions. It’s almost as though he 
thought God should be the one thanking him! He was not seeing things as they really 
were. 
   By contrast, the tax collector had an honest appraisal of himself, “a sinner,” and his 
prayer was a real turning toward God: “Be merciful to me” (Luke 18:13). 
   The season of Lent is a time for deepening humility. It’s a time for us to grow in the 
kind of humility that sees things as they really are: we are sinners in need of God’s love, 
but we are also deeply loved and valued by God – to the point that Jesus gave His very 
life for us. 



   So how do we grow in humility? It happens every time we experience God’s mercy. 
Like the tax collector, as we see ourselves as sinners who have received mercy, our 
humility increases. Mercy fills us with joy, even as it humbles us.  
   St. Teresa also taught that the way to exercise humility is not to grit your teeth and try 
really hard, but to forget about yourself and turn your attention to God by loving Him in 
your neighbor. Your acts of charity will flow out as gratitude for God’s free gift of love 
and mercy.  
   O God, have mercy on me a sinner. Help me to love You in my neighbor today. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 
 


