
 
 

 
Tuesday, March 31, 2020  
    -- Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

 

Fr. Sherdel’s Mass Intention: Tito Cascieri, Jr. 
 
First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 
 

From Mount Hor the children of Israel set out on the Red Sea road, 
to bypass the land of Edom. 
But with their patience worn out by the journey, 
the people complained against God and Moses, 
“Why have you brought us up from Egypt to die in this desert, 
where there is no food or water? 
We are disgusted with this wretched food!” 
 

In punishment the Lord sent among the people saraph serpents, 
which bit the people so that many of them died. 
Then the people came to Moses and said, 
“We have sinned in complaining against the Lord and you. 
Pray the Lord to take the serpents away from us.” 
So Moses prayed for the people, and the Lord said to Moses, 
“Make a saraph and mount it on a pole, 
and whoever looks at it after being bitten will live.” 
Moses accordingly made a bronze serpent and mounted it on a pole, 
and whenever anyone who had been bitten by a serpent 
looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 102:2-3, 16-21 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to You. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
and let my cry come to You. 
Hide not Your face from me 
in the day of my distress. 
Incline Your ear to me;     
in the day when I call, answer me speedily. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to You. 
The nations shall revere Your name, O Lord, 
and all the kings of the earth Your glory, 
When the Lord has rebuilt Zion 
and appeared in His glory; 
When He has regarded the prayer of the destitute, 
and not despised their prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to You. 
Let this be written for the generation to come, 



and let his future creatures praise the Lord: 
“The Lord looked down from His holy height, 
from heaven He beheld the earth, 
To hear the groaning of the prisoners, 
to release those doomed to die.” 
O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to You. 
 
Gospel: John 8:21-30 
 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: 
“I am going away and you will look for Me, 
but you will die in your sin. 
Where I am going you cannot come.” 
So the Jews said, 
“He is not going to kill Himself, is He, 
because He said, ‘Where I am going you cannot come’?” 
He said to them, “You belong to what is below, 
I belong to what is above. 
You belong to this world, 
but I do not belong to this world. 
That is why I told you that you will die in your sins. 
For if you do not believe that I Am, 
you will die in your sins.” 
So they said to Him, “Who are you?” 
Jesus said to them, “What I told you from the beginning. 
I have much to say about you in condemnation. 
But the One who sent me is true, 
and what I heard from Him I tell the world.” 
They did not realize that He was speaking to them of the Father. 
So Jesus said to them, 
“When you lift up the Son of Man, 
then you will realize that I Am, 
and that I do nothing on My own, 
but I say only what the Father taught Me. 
The One who sent Me is with Me. 
He has not left Me alone, 
because I always do what is pleasing to Him.” 
Because He spoke this way, many came to believe in Him. 
 
Reflection 
 

   The One who sent Me is with Me. (John 8:29) 
   We know that God sent Jesus into the world to accomplish the mission of saving us 
from sin, but did you know that He didn’t send Him out alone? As Jesus makes clear in 
today’s Gospel, His Father was with Him at every moment. Now, because of our 



baptism, this is also true for us. When God sends us out, He remains with us. Here is a 
story that illustrates this truth.  
   Emily’s brother, Dennis, was seriously ill. Dennis had been estranged from his family 
and was living in a run-down section of Las Vegas. Both Emily and her mother 
constantly worried about Dennis and wanted to reestablish a relationship with him, but 
they didn’t know how to contact him.  
   When Emily heard that her dear friend Nina was planning a visit to Las Vegas, she 
asked if Nina could possibly try to find Dennis. It was a lot to ask! Nina would have to 
venture out into a rough section of the city, and she had only a few leads as to where 
Dennis lived. But she agreed to try.  
   As Nina drove into one neighborhood where she hoped to find Dennis, she almost 
turned around a few times out of fear for her safety. But she kept praying, asking God to 
protect her. As she got out of her car and began asking people where she might find 
him, she felt a gentle nudging from the Holy Spirit to be persistent. Each person she 
asked lead her a little closer. In the end, she found Dennis – and he actually welcomed 
her! 
   Nina’s visit with Dennis was a blessing for both of them. She told him how much his 
family loved him and longed to reconnect with him, and they exchanged phone 
numbers. Ultimately, the relationship between Dennis and his family was restored – just 
a few months before both Dennis and his mother passed away! 
   Just as He did with Nina, God will be with you in whatever work or mission He asks of 
you. You might not always see the fruit of your efforts, but you can trust God to guide 
you, protect you, and give you every grace you need.  
   Father, I believe that You are with me as I do the work You have sent me to do.  
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 



May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


