
 
 

 
Friday, April 3, 2020  
    -- Friday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

 

Fr. Sherdel’s Mass Intention: Cecelia Shaeffer 
 
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 20:10-13 
 

I hear the whisperings of many: 
“Terror on every side! 
Denounce! Let us denounce him!” 
All those who were my friends 
are on the watch for any misstep of mine. 
“Perhaps he will be trapped; then we can prevail, 
and take our vengeance on him.” 
But the Lord is with me, like a mighty champion: 
my persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph. 
In their failure they will be put to utter shame, 
to lasting, unforgettable confusion. 
O Lord of hosts, You who test the just, 
who probe mind and heart, 
Let me witness the vengeance You take on them, 
for to You I have entrusted my cause. 
Sing to the Lord, 
praise the Lord, 
For He has rescued the life of the poor 
from the power of the wicked! 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 18:2-7 
 

In my distress I called upon the Lord, and He heard my voice. 
I love You, O Lord, my strength, 
O Lord, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord, and He heard my voice. 
My God, my rock of refuge, 
my shield, the horn of my salvation, my stronghold! 
Praised be the Lord, I exclaim, 
and I am safe from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord, and He heard my voice. 
The breakers of death surged round about me, 



the destroying floods overwhelmed me; 
The cords of the nether world enmeshed me, 
the snares of death overtook me. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord, and He heard my voice. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord 
and cried out to my God; 
From His temple He heard my voice, 
and my cry to Him reached his ears. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord, and He heard my voice. 
 
Gospel: John 10:31-42 
 

The Jews picked up rocks to stone Jesus. 
Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from My Father. 
For which of these are you trying to stone Me?” 
The Jews answered Him, 
“We are not stoning You for a good work but for blasphemy. 
You, a man, are making Yourself God.” 
Jesus answered them, 
“Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, ‘You are gods”‘? 
If it calls them gods to whom the word of God came, 
and Scripture cannot be set aside, 
can you say that the One 
whom the Father has consecrated and sent into the world 
blasphemes because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 
If I do not perform My Father’s works, do not believe Me; 
but if I perform them, even if you do not believe Me, 
believe the works, so that you may realize and understand 
that the Father is in Me and I am in the Father.” 
Then they tried again to arrest Him; 
but He escaped from their power. 
 

He went back across the Jordan 
to the place where John first baptized, and there He remained. 
Many came to Him and said, 
“John performed no sign, 
but everything John said about this Man was true.” 
And many there began to believe in Him. 
 
Reflection 
 

   Even if you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may realize and 
understand. (John 10:38) 
   This is not the first time Jesus’ enemies picked up stones to hurl at Him. At every turn, 
they tried to trip Him up, to catch any misstep. Yet despite all of this, Jesus kept inviting 
them to believe in Him. In today’s Gospel, He implored them to set aside their 
skepticism about His words and look at His actions instead. If My words are confusing 
you, Jesus was saying, look at My works. Aren’t they evidence enough for you to start 
to believe in Me? 



   What were those “works”? A man paralyzed for thirty-eight years was completely 
healed (John 5:1-18). A couple of loaves of bread and fish fed five thousand people 
(6:1-15). A woman caught in adultery was saved from stoning and received mercy (8:1-
11). A man who had been blind since birth could now see (chapter 9). Only God could 
do such things! 
   Jesus wants His works to speak to you as well. Now you’re probably familiar with the 
stories about Jesus and the impressive miracles He worked in the Bible. But make no 
mistake, He is still working today. He is even working in the people around you. So, ask 
the Holy Spirit to help you recognize these works. You might notice a recent widow in 
your parish who is able to find joy after her husband has passed away. Or maybe you’ll 
realize your neighbor has been patiently caring for his wife for months without 
complaint. You might even find yourself in financial need and receive a welcome bonus.  
   These moments of grace come from God’s hands. The more of them you see for what 
they are, the more you will believe, especially when times of doubt or anxiety make your 
faith feel shaky. Set your eyes on Jesus – both on what He has done in the past and 
what He is doing right now. Believe too that He wants to work just as patiently in your 
life. If He kept trying to convince His “enemies,” why wouldn’t He work just as hard to 
help you know Him better? 
   Jesus, You bring miracles to life around me. Open my eyes to see Your works and 
believe in You.   
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 



thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


