
 
 

 
Saturday, April 4, 2020  
    -- Saturday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

    -- Feast of St. Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

 

Fr. Sherdel’s Mass Intention: Doug LaPierre 
 
 
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:21-28 
 

Thus says the Lord God: 
I will take the children of Israel from among the nations 
to which they have come, 
and gather them from all sides to bring them back to their land. 
I will make them one nation upon the land, 
in the mountains of Israel, 
and there shall be one prince for them all. 
Never again shall they be two nations, 
and never again shall they be divided into two kingdoms. 
 

No longer shall they defile themselves with their idols, 
their abominations, and all their transgressions. 
I will deliver them from all their sins of apostasy, 
and cleanse them so that they may be my people 
and I may be their God. 
My servant David shall be prince over them, 
and there shall be one shepherd for them all; 
they shall live by my statutes and carefully observe my decrees. 
They shall live on the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, 
the land where their fathers lived; 
they shall live on it forever, 
they, and their children, and their children’s children, 
with my servant David their prince forever. 
I will make with them a covenant of peace; 
it shall be an everlasting covenant with them, 
and I will multiply them, and put my sanctuary among them forever. 
My dwelling shall be with them; 
I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Thus the nations shall know that it is I, the Lord, 
who make Israel holy, 
when my sanctuary shall be set up among them forever. 
 
 
 



Responsorial Psalm: Jeremiah 31:10-13 
 

The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock. 
Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
proclaim it on distant isles, and say: 
He who scattered Israel, now gathers them together, 
he guards them as a shepherd his flock. 
The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock. 
The Lord shall ransom Jacob, 
he shall redeem him from the hand of his conqueror. 
Shouting, they shall mount the heights of Zion, 
they shall come streaming to the Lord’s blessings: 
The grain, the wine, and the oil, 
the sheep and the oxen. 
The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock. 
Then the virgins shall make merry and dance, 
and young men and old as well. 
I will turn their mourning into joy, 
I will console and gladden them after their sorrows. 
The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock. 
 
Gospel: John 11:45-56 
 

Many of the Jews who had come to Mary 
and seen what Jesus had done began to believe in him. 
But some of them went to the Pharisees 
and told them what Jesus had done. 
So the chief priests and the Pharisees 
convened the Sanhedrin and said, 
“What are we going to do? 
This man is performing many signs. 
If we leave him alone, all will believe in him, 
and the Romans will come 
and take away both our land and our nation.” 
But one of them, Caiaphas, 
who was high priest that year, said to them, 
“You know nothing, 
nor do you consider that it is better for you 
that one man should die instead of the people, 
so that the whole nation may not perish.” 
He did not say this on his own, 
but since he was high priest for that year, 
he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, 
and not only for the nation, 
but also to gather into one the dispersed children of God. 
So from that day on they planned to kill him. 
 

So, Jesus no longer walked about in public among the Jews, 
but he left for the region near the desert, 



to a town called Ephraim, 
and there he remained with his disciples. 
 

Now the Passover of the Jews was near, 
and many went up from the country to Jerusalem 
before Passover to purify themselves. 
They looked for Jesus and said to one another 
as they were in the temple area, “What do you think? 
That he will not come to the feast?” 
 
Reflection 
 

   What are we going to do? (John 11:47) 
   The chief priests and Pharisees who opposed Jesus marveled at his miracles. They 
recognized that he had power from God and an extraordinary spiritual connection. They 
acknowledged all this, yet they were still fearful (John 11:47-48). They trembled at the 
thought that these powerful signs might lead to the destruction of Jerusalem. They holy 
city was at the height of its grandeur and strength, and they wanted it to stay that way. 
Yet Jerusalem was God’s city, and Jesus was performing signs in God’s name. What 
reason should they have had to fear that God would allow its destruction? 
   The problem was that these leaders sought to understand God’s work through human 
resources alone. Despite all they knew about Jesus’ miracles, their thinking didn’t allow 
for divine agency. They admitted that something miraculous was going on, yet they 
opposed it because it didn’t fit their limited perspectives. 
   But before we get too down on these people, let’s remember that they aren’t 
storybook villains. They were human beings with the same biases and limitations that 
we have. 
   Our ways are simply not God’s ways. His thoughts are simply not our thoughts (Isaiah 
55:8). God likes to shake up our human assumptions. He likes to surprise us, to 
accomplish his plans outside of our human expectations. So how should we respond? 
By keeping a humble heart. Remember, we don’t have all the answers, and we don’t 
always see the whole picture. God’s power is infinite. He can do things in situations that 
we simply cannot conceive. We should be prepared to admit that at every turn.  
   Let God surprise you as you enter Holy Week. Allow him to stretch your expectations. 
He longs to touch your heart, especially as you recall and celebrate his Son’s death and 
resurrection. Look for signs that he is working. If you see that he is doing somethings 
powerful, perhaps something that you don’t understand, don’t be too quick to judge it or 
dismiss it. Investigate it. Ask God about it. He might just have something marvelous to 
show you! 
   Holy Spirit, open my heart to see and welcome Jesus this week. Give me a humble 
heart and a willingness to have my expectations stretched. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 



I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


