
 
 

 
Friday, May 29, 2020  
 
 

    -- Friday of the Seventh Week of Easter 
 
 
Fr. Sherdel’s Mass Intention: Alice Mayer 
 
 

First Reading: Acts 25:13-21 
 

King Agrippa and Bernice arrived in Caesarea 
on a visit to Festus. 
Since they spent several days there, 
Festus referred Paul’s case to the king, saying, 
“There is a man here left in custody by Felix. 
When I was in Jerusalem the chief priests and the elders of the 
Jews 
brought charges against him and demanded his condemnation. 
I answered them that it was not Roman practice 
to hand over an accused person before he has faced his accusers 
and had the opportunity to defend himself against their charge. 
So when they came together here, I made no delay; 
the next day I took my seat on the tribunal 
and ordered the man to be brought in. 
His accusers stood around him, 
but did not charge him with any of the crimes I suspected. 
Instead they had some issues with him about their own religion 
and about a certain Jesus who had died 
but who Paul claimed was alive. 
Since I was at a loss how to investigate this controversy, 
I asked if he were willing to go to Jerusalem 
and there stand trial on these charges. 
And when Paul appealed that he be held in custody 
for the Emperor’s decision, 
I ordered him held until I could send him to Caesar.” 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20 
 

The Lord has established his throne in heaven. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
and all my being, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits. 
The Lord has established his throne in heaven. 



For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west, 
so far has he put our transgressions from us. 
The Lord has established his throne in heaven. 
The Lord has established his throne in heaven, 
and his kingdom rules over all. 
Bless the Lord, all you his angels, 
you mighty in strength, who do his bidding. 
The Lord has established his throne in heaven. 
 
Gospel: John 21:15-19 
 

After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and eaten breakfast with them, 
he said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” 
Simon Peter answered him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 
He then said to Simon Peter a second time, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 
Simon Peter answered him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 
He said to him the third time, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 
Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time, 
“Do you love me?” and he said to him, 
“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 
Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, 
you used to dress yourself and go where you wanted; 
but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and someone else will dress you 
and lead you where you do not want to go.” 
He said this signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. 
And when he had said this, he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 
Reflection 
 

   They had some issues with . . . a certain Jesus who had died but who Paul claimed was alive. 
(Acts 25:19) 
   If someone “can’t see the forest for the trees,” it means they are so involved in the details of a 
problem that they have lost sight of the situation as a whole. Well, if anyone had reason to get 
caught up in the “trees” of a situation, it was Paul. He had been accused by some of the Jewish 
leaders of stirring up riots and desecrating the Temple. Arrested and put in jail, he spent two years 
in custody under the procurator Felix and was now standing before his successor, Festus, facing 



the same charges. You can imagine all the details of his situation swirling in his mind day after day 
while he sat in prison. 
   But Paul had built his life on Jesus, so the “trees” didn’t block his vision. As he strove to stay 
close to the Lord, he was able to see beyond the details of his trials. He saw God’s faithfulness 
and protection. He experienced Jesus’ love and mercy. He saw his captors as being in the dark 
about Jesus, just as he had been, so he avoided hating them. He saw all the people who had 
never heard the gospel and longed to share it with them.  
   Our lives may be filled with the “trees” of trials—or maybe just the trees of a busy schedule and 
concerns about our loved ones. But like Paul, we can learn how to see the whole forest. 
   Just what is this forest? It’s the expansive heavenly vision that the Holy Spirit wants to give us. 
It’s remembering that our world is filled with God’s wonders and marvels. It’s remembering that 
every act of love reveals another facet of our gracious, creative God. It’s the ability to enjoy the 
blessings of family and home that we do have rather than focusing on the things we may be 
lacking. It’s the decision to love our holy, beautiful Church even as we acknowledge the need for 
reform and renewal. 
   Don’t get caught up in the details! Don’t let the trees wear you down! Let God fill you with his 
panoramic vision. Make it a point every day to stand back and rejoice in all the blessings that 
Jesus has given you.  
   Jesus, open my eyes to see the work you have already done in my life. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 



who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


