
 
 

 
Saturday, May 30, 2020  
 
 

    -- Saturday of the Seventh Week of Easter 
 
 
Fr. Sherdel’s Mass Intention: Mary Jo Glasser 
 
 

First Reading: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31 
 

When he entered Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, 
with the soldier who was guarding him. 
 

Three days later he called together the leaders of the Jews. 
When they had gathered he said to them, “My brothers, 
although I had done nothing against our people 
or our ancestral customs, 
I was handed over to the Romans as a prisoner from Jerusalem. 
After trying my case the Romans wanted to release me, 
because they found nothing against me deserving the death 
penalty. 
But when the Jews objected, I was obliged to appeal to Caesar, 
even though I had no accusation to make against my own nation. 
This is the reason, then, I have requested to see you 
and to speak with you, for it is on account of the hope of Israel 
that I wear these chains.” 
 

He remained for two full years in his lodgings. 
He received all who came to him, and with complete assurance 
and without hindrance he proclaimed the Kingdom of God 
and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 11:4-5, 7 
 

The just will gaze on your face, O Lord. 
The Lord is in his holy temple; 
the Lord’s throne is in heaven. 
His eyes behold, 
his searching glance is on mankind. 
The just will gaze on your face, O Lord. 
The Lord searches the just and the wicked; 
the lover of violence he hates. 
For the Lord is just, he loves just deeds; 
the upright shall see his face. 
The just will gaze on your face, O Lord. 
 
 



Gospel: John 21:20-25 
 

Peter turned and saw the disciple following whom Jesus loved, 
the one who had also reclined upon his chest during the supper 
and had said, “Master, who is the one who will betray you?” 
When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” 
Jesus said to him, “What if I want him to remain until I come? 
What concern is it of yours?   
You follow me.” 
So the word spread among the brothers that that disciple would not die. 
But Jesus had not told him that he would not die, 
just “What if I want him to remain until I come? 
What concern is it of yours?” 
 

It is this disciple who testifies to these things 
and has written them, and we know that his testimony is true. 
There are also many other things that Jesus did, 
but if these were to be described individually, 
I do not think the whole world would contain the books 
that would be written. 
 
Reflection 
 

   Without hindrance he proclaimed the Kingdom of God. (Acts 28:31) 
   Paul was under house arrest. As he awaited his trial in Rome, he lived by himself with a soldier 
guarding him, and people continued to visit him (Acts 28:16). Without hindrance, Luke tells us, he 
proclaimed the Kingdom of God (28:31).  
   Paul’s example of sharing the gospel in such challenging conditions tells us that no matter what 
our circumstances, God still provides opportunities for us to share our faith. Perhaps you are 
reading this meditation from inside a prison cell. Or maybe you feel stuck at home with small 
children or tied to your desk at your job. Even if your situation feels confining, it is not a hindrance 
to sharing the gospel. Like Paul, you can still find opportunities to tell people about the Lord and 
what he has done in your life.  
   How reassuring this is! Our circumstances don’t have to prevent us from responding to Jesus’ 
commandment to go, . . . and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19). 
   This is also a reason to rejoice. Jesus told us how much joy there is in heaven when one sinner 
repents (Luke 15:7). But did you know that sharing the gospel leads to more joy in our lives as 
well? We aren’t talking about the kind of joy that arises when all our problems dissolve. We are 
talking about the kind that comes from sharing the gift of God’s love and forgiveness. It’s the joy 
that comes as we are reminded of Jesus’ mercy and how he has brought us into a relationship with 
him. 
   Even in prison and facing the possibility of execution, Paul must have found great joy in making 
the most of every opportunity that God gave him to proclaim his word. Ultimately, Paul’s goal 
wasn’t to escape his difficult circumstances. It was to follow Jesus in all circumstances—and to tell 
others about him. Today, let’s reflect on his example and ask Jesus how he is inviting us to share 
him with the people around us. 
   Open my eyes, Lord, to the opportunities that you have set before me. 
 
 



An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


