
 
 

 
Thursday, May 28, 2020  
 
 

    -- Thursday of the Seventh Week of Easter 
 
 
Fr. Sherdel’s Mass Intention: Susan Snyder Bleacher 
 
 

First Reading: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11 
 

Wishing to determine the truth 
about why Paul was being accused by the Jews, 
the commander freed him 
and ordered the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin to 
convene. 
Then he brought Paul down and made him stand before them. 
 

Paul was aware that some were Sadducees and some 
Pharisees, 
so he called out before the Sanhedrin, 
“My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of Pharisees; 
I am on trial for hope in the resurrection of the dead.” 
When he said this, 
a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and Sadducees, 
and the group became divided. 
For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection 
or angels or spirits, 
while the Pharisees acknowledge all three. 
A great uproar occurred, 
and some scribes belonging to the Pharisee party 
stood up and sharply argued, 
“We find nothing wrong with this man. 
Suppose a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?” 
The dispute was so serious that the commander, 
afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, 
ordered his troops to go down and rescue Paul from their midst 
and take him into the compound. 
The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage. 
For just as you have borne witness to my cause in Jerusalem, 
so you must also bear witness in Rome.” 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11 
 

Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope. 
Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge; 
I say to the Lord, “My Lord are you.” 
O Lord, my allotted portion and my cup, 
you it is who hold fast my lot. 



Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope. 
I bless the Lord who counsels me; 
even in the night my heart exhorts me. 
I set the Lord ever before me; 
with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. 
Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope. 
Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices, 
my body, too, abides in confidence; 
Because you will not abandon my soul to the nether world, 
nor will you suffer your faithful one to undergo corruption. 
Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope. 
You will show me the path to life, 
fullness of joys in your presence, 
the delights at your right hand forever. 
Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope. 
 
Gospel: John 17:20-26 
 

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed saying: 
“I pray not only for these, 
but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 
so that they may all be one, 
as you, Father, are in me and I in you, 
that they also may be in us, 
that the world may believe that you sent me. 
And I have given them the glory you gave me, 
so that they may be one, as we are one, 
I in them and you in me, 
that they may be brought to perfection as one, 
that the world may know that you sent me, 
and that you loved them even as you loved me. 
Father, they are your gift to me. 
I wish that where I am they also may be with me, 
that they may see my glory that you gave me, 
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
Righteous Father, the world also does not know you, 
but I know you, and they know that you sent me. 
I made known to them your name and I will make it known, 
that the love with which you loved me 
may be in them and I in them.” 
 
Reflection 
 

   I pray . . . that they may all be one. (John 17:20-21) 
   Imagine yourself in that upper room with Jesus. He knows he will not be in this world much 
longer. He knows the pressures his disciples will face in his absence. As he looks around the 



room, he sees Simon the Zealot and Matthew the tax collector. Would they be able to stay united 
once he was gone? Even the brothers James and John, or Peter and Andrew, might go separate 
ways. And what about the people who would come to believe through their word?  
   In those last hours, what was at the forefront of Jesus’ mind and heart? Unity.  
   It can feel like an unattainable goal for us today. Granted, we can’t single-handedly resolve two 
thousand years of division in the Church. Disunity seems to be part of our human nature. In Jesus’ 
time, it was division between Gentiles and Jews. Then there was the division between the Church 
in the East and the West. Then came the division between Protestants and Catholics. On top of all 
that, there is even division between brothers and sisters in one family or parish. How can we 
possibly become one?  
   Remember, Jesus prays for you. The quest for unity is not limited to theological dialogues or 
occasional joint prayer services. It starts with Jesus helping you love the people right in front of 
you. Even if you don’t agree with them, you can still perceive the grace of God in their lives. 
Because unity on a grand scale starts with everyday unity with the people you know. 
   Think about Jesus looking at the faces of each of his disciples. Now place yourself there too. But 
not just you—imagine someone you are not at peace with. Maybe you and your spouse see things 
differently on a sensitive issue. Whenever the topic arises, a wall seems to cut you off from one 
another. 
   Jesus is gazing into your eyes. He is praying that you be united. Can you come to agreement? 
Can you exchange views and understand each other’s position? What might Jesus pray for you—
and for the other person? How might he encourage you to be one? 
   Don’t give in to discouragement. Remember, Jesus himself is praying for you! 
   Lord, make us one! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 



O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


