
 
 

 
Monday, June 1, 2020  
 
 

    -- Memorial of The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 
 
 
Fr. Sherdel’s Mass Intention: Tom Shultz 
 
 

First Reading: Genesis 3:9-15, 20 
 

After Adam had eaten of the tree, 
    the Lord God called to him and asked him, “Where are you?” 
He answered, “I heard you in the garden; 
    but I was afraid, because I was naked, 
    so I hid myself.” 
Then he asked, “Who told you that you were naked? 
You have eaten, then, 
    from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat!” 
The man replied, “The woman whom you put here with me— 
    she gave me fruit from the tree, and so I ate it.” 
The Lord God then asked the woman, 
    “Why did you do such a thing?” 
The woman answered, “The serpent tricked me into it, so I ate it.” 
 

Then the Lord God said to the serpent: 
“Because you have done this, you shall be banned 
    from all the animals 
    and from all the wild creatures; 
On your belly shall you crawl, 
    and dirt shall you eat 
    all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers; 
He will strike at your head, 
    while you strike at his heel.” 
The man called his wife Eve, 
    because she became the mother of all the living. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 87:1-3, 5-7 
 

Glorious things are told of you, O city of God. 
His foundation upon the holy mountains 
    the Lord loves: 
The gates of Zion, 
    more than any dwelling of Jacob. 
Glorious things are told of you, O city of God. 
Glorious things are said of you, 
    O city of God! 



And of Zion they shall say: 
    “One and all were born in her; 
And he who has established her 
    is the Most High Lord.” 
Glorious things are told of you, O city of God. 
They shall note, when the peoples are enrolled: 
    “This man was born there.” 
And all shall sing, in their festive dance: 
    “My home is within you.” 
Glorious things are told of you, O city of God. 
 
Gospel: John 19:25-34 
 

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother 
    and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
    and Mary of Magdala. 
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, 
    he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” 
Then he said to the disciple, 
    “Behold, your mother.” 
And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. 
After this, aware that everything was now finished, 
    in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 
    Jesus said, “I thirst.” 
There was a vessel filled with common wine. 
So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a sprig of hyssop 
    and put it up to his mouth. 
When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, 
    “It is finished.” 
And bowing his head, he handed over the spirit. 
 

Now since it was preparation day, 
    in order that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath, 
    for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one, 
    the Jews asked Pilate that their legs be broken 
    and they be taken down. 
So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first 
    and then of the other one who was crucified with Jesus. 
But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, 
    they did not break his legs, 
    but one soldier thrust his lance into his side, 
    and immediately Blood and water flowed out. 
 
 
 



Reflection 
 

   The man called his wife Eve, because she became the mother of all the living. (Genesis 3:20) 
   Any guesses why the first reading today, on the feast of Mary, Mother of the Church, is the story 
of the fall of Adam and Eve? It all goes back to the Church’s ancient portrayal of Mary as the new 
Eve. For instance, the second-century bishop St. Irenaeus wrote that the knot of Eve’s 
disobedience was loosed by the obedience of Mary. Yes, Eve became mother of all the living, but 
by welcoming Jesus into her womb, Mary has become mother to all those born into eternal life 
through him. And that makes her mother of the entire Church.  
   As a good mother, Mary supports and guides us—both individually and as a Church—with 
tenderness and compassion. She is committed to teaching us and helping us grow into kind, 
faithful people who love the Lord and each other. So she urges us to obey and trust in God. And 
she doesn’t just tell us what to do; she sets the example for us as well. By her actions, she shows 
us how to hear the word of God and act on it, and she shows us how to do it in humility and 
surrender (Luke 8:21). 
   As any good mother does for her children, Mary also prays for us—constantly. She knows our 
challenges and our hopes and our fears, and she brings them to her Son and asks him to help us. 
And just as any good mother would do, she rushes to our side when we fall. She comes to comfort 
us but also to encourage us to stand up in faith and begin again. 
   Spend some time today pondering Mary’s role as your spiritual mother and as Mother of the 
Church. This is a good day to try to grow closer to her and to ask her to guide you on your journey 
of faith. Mary, the new Eve, is ready to hold you close to her heart. 
   Father, thank you for making Mary the Mother of the Church. Help me to learn from her example 
and to receive the blessings of her intercession. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 



O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


