
 
 

 
Tuesday, June 2, 2020  
 
 

    -- Feast of Saints Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs 
 
 
Fr. Sherdel’s Mass Intention: Tom Malloy 
 
 

First Reading: 2 Peter 3:12-15, 17-18 
 

Beloved: 
Wait for and hasten the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved in flames 
and the elements melted by fire. 
But according to his promise 
we await new heavens and a new earth 
in which righteousness dwells. 
 

Therefore, beloved, since you await these things, 
be eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at 
peace. 
And consider the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 

Therefore, beloved, since you are forewarned, 
be on your guard not to be led into the error of the unprincipled 
and to fall from your own stability. 
But grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. 
To him be glory now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 90:2-4, 10, 14, 16 
 

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
Before the mountains were begotten 
and the earth and the world were brought forth, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
You turn man back to dust, 
saying, “Return, O children of men.” 
For a thousand years in your sight 
are as yesterday, now that it is past, 
or as a watch of the night. 
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
Seventy is the sum of our years, 
or eighty, if we are strong, 
And most of them are fruitless toil, 
for they pass quickly and we drift away. 



In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
Fill us at daybreak with your kindness, 
that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days. 
Let your work be seen by your servants 
and your glory by their children. 
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 
Gospel: Mark 12:13-17 
 

Some Pharisees and Herodians were sent 
to Jesus to ensnare him in his speech. 
They came and said to him, 
“Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man 
and that you are not concerned with anyone’s opinion. 
You do not regard a person’s status 
but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 
Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not? 
Should we pay or should we not pay?” 
Knowing their hypocrisy he said to them, 
“Why are you testing me? 
Bring me a denarius to look at.” 
They brought one to him and he said to them, 
“Whose image and inscription is this?” 
They replied to him, “Caesar’s.” 
So Jesus said to them, 
“Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 
and to God what belongs to God.” 
They were utterly amazed at him. 
 
Reflection 
 

   Be eager to be found without . . . blemish before him. (2 Peter 3:14) 
   Nobody likes spots or blemishes. Think of how disappointed a car owner would be to find a 
scratch or dent in his vehicle. Or the anxiety we might feel about keeping food stains off a brand-
new carpet. In a similar way, St. Peter advises us to be on guard against anything that might 
damage or “blemish” our souls (2 Peter 3:14). 
   So how to be on your guard? Well, in the case of car care, the best way is to drive with caution 
and to be aware of your surroundings at all times. So when it comes to your soul, that could mean 
avoiding the “near occasion of sin,” as one version of the Act of Contrition says. It means being 
aware of the temptations around you and being careful how you navigate those dangerous roads. 
   In the case of a new carpet, you would want to mind what you eat in that room. You wouldn’t 
want to risk spilling a glass of red wine or dropping a plate of spaghetti. On a spiritual level, 
consider evaluating your “spiritual diet” every now and then. Think about the media you consume 
or the leisure activities that you participate in. Do they lead to peace, or do they leave you agitated 
or anxious? Do they help you become the person God created you to be, or do they take you down 



hurtful or self-centered paths? It can be hard to change our viewing habits or our leisure activities, 
of course, but anyone who has tried and succeeded will tell you that it is well worth the effort. 
   One word of caution: as you make it your goal to “be eager” to avoid marring your soul, don’t let 
the past weigh you down and don’t let the future discourage you. That’s not the point! Instead, 
“consider the patience of our Lord” (2 Peter 3:15). Remember that he didn’t come to condemn you 
for your blemishes, but to save you from them and wash you clean. Through his Spirit, his divine 
grace is always available to help protect you and set you free. 
   Jesus, teach me how to rely on you as I try to steer clear of anything that could mar my soul or 
damage my spirit. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


