
 

 

 

Friday, July 31, 2020  
 
 
 

    -- Friday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time      

    -- Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola 
 
 
 

Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Denis Foley, III 
 
 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 26:1-9 
 

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim, son of Josiah, 
king of Judah, this message came from the Lord: Thus says 
the Lord: Stand in the court of the house of the Lord and 
speak to the people of all the cities of Judah who come to 
worship in the house of the Lord; whatever I command you, 
tell them, and omit nothing. Perhaps they will listen and turn 
back, each from his evil way, so that I may repent of the evil 
I have planned to inflict upon them for their evil deeds. Say 
to them: Thus says the Lord: If you disobey me, not living 
according to the law I placed before you and not listening 
to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I send you 
constantly though you do not obey them, I will treat this 
house like Shiloh, and make this the city to which all the nations of the earth shall refer when cursing 
another. 
 

Now the priests, the prophets, and all the people heard Jeremiah speak these words in the house of 
the Lord. When Jeremiah finished speaking all that the Lord bade him speak to all the people, the 
priests and prophets laid hold of him, crying, “You must be put to death! Why do you prophesy in the 
name of the Lord: ‘This house shall be like Shiloh,’ and ‘This city shall be desolate and deserted’?” 
And all the people gathered about Jeremiah in the house of the Lord. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 69:5, 8-10, 14 
 

 Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
 

Those outnumber the hairs of my head 
   who hate me without cause. 
Too many for my strength 
   are they who wrongfully are my enemies. 
Must I restore what I did not steal?  R/. 
 

Since for your sake I bear insult, 
   and shame covers my face. 
I have become an outcast to my brothers, 
   a stranger to my mother’s sons, 



Because zeal for your house consumes me, 
   and the insults of those who blaspheme you fall upon me.  R/. 
 

But I pray to you, O Lord, 
   for the time of your favor, O God! 
In your great kindness answer me 
   with your constant help.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 13:54-58 
 

Jesus came to his native place and taught the people in their synagogue. They were astonished and 
said, “Where did this man get such wisdom and mighty deeds? Is he not the carpenter’s son? Is not 
his mother named Mary and his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas? Are not his sisters all 
with us? Where did this man get all this?” And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A 
prophet is not without honor except in his native place and in his own house.” And he did not work 
many mighty deeds there because of their lack of faith. 
 
Reflection 
 

   Where did this man get such wisdom and mighty deeds? (Matthew 13:54) 
   Jesus had returned home to Nazareth, to the people who knew him best. But their familiarity with 
Jesus biased them; all they saw was the carpenter’s son. So they missed out on the new life Jesus 
offered. How frustrating this must have been for Jesus! But he didn’t let the unbelief he encountered 
at home keep him from teaching and working miracles everywhere else. Somehow, he kept himself 
steady whether people believed in him or not. Even when his closest friends rejected him, Jesus 
remained obedient to the Father’s will, to his last breath. 
   Jesus’ persistence is so remarkable that we may throw up our hands and say, “That’s impossible.” 
We may struggle with disappointment or weariness as we try to follow the Lord. Or we may forget 
that we need him when things are going smoothly. In both situations, we miss the power and peace 
that Jesus wants to give us. But how can we tap into the source of Jesus’ perseverance and follow 
in his footsteps? 
   One thing is for certain: Jesus didn’t just push through on his own strength. Even he had to rely on 
his Father. He said it himself: “A son cannot do anything on his own, but only what he sees his father 
doing” (John 5:19). So our first step is to learn to rely on the strength and wisdom that come from 
God. This means turning to him in daily prayer and in the course of our day. It means being real with 
God and telling him when we are tempted to give up or when we don’t understand situations in our 
lives. It means asking for help and guidance when we need it — and even when we think we don’t. 
   The second step is to try to obey the Lord. When we choose God’s preferences and desires over 
our own, we open ourselves to receive his grace. Over his thirty-three years, Jesus learned the 
disposition that allowed him to say to the Father, “Not my will but yours be done” (Luke 22:42). In 
our daily obedience, in the ordinary tasks of our jobs and our families, we can grow in strength and 
willingness to say the same thing. 
   Lord, I need your love and your grace today. Keep me steady. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 



are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


