
 

 

 

Monday, July 27, 2020  
 
 
 

    -- Monday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time 
 
 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 13:1-11 
 

The Lord said to me: Go buy yourself a linen loincloth; wear it on 
your loins, but do not put it in water. I bought the loincloth, as the 
Lord commanded, and put it on. A second time the word of the Lord 
came to me thus: Take the loincloth which you bought and are 
wearing, and go now to the Parath; there hide it in a cleft of the rock. 
Obedient to the Lord’s command, I went to the Parath and buried 
the loincloth. After a long interval, the Lord said to me: Go now to 
the Parath and fetch the loincloth which I told you to hide there. 
Again I went to the Parath, sought out and took the loincloth from 
the place where I had hid it. But it was rotted, good for nothing! 
Then the message came to me from the Lord: Thus says the Lord: So also I will allow the pride of 
Judah to rot, the great pride of Jerusalem. This wicked people who refuse to obey my words, who 
walk in the stubbornness of their hearts, and follow strange gods to serve and adore them, shall be 
like this loincloth which is good for nothing. For, as close as the loincloth clings to a man’s loins, so 
had I made the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah cling to me, says the Lord; to 
be my people, my renown, my praise, my beauty. But they did not listen. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Deuteronomy 32:18-21 
 

You have forgotten God who gave you birth. 
 

You were unmindful of the Rock that begot you, 
   You forgot the God who gave you birth. 
When the Lord saw this, he was filled with loathing 
   and anger toward his sons and daughters.  R/. 
 

“I will hide my face from them,” he said, 
   “and see what will then become of them. 
What a fickle race they are, 
   sons with no loyalty in them!”  R/. 
 

“Since they have provoked me with their ‘no-god’ 
   and angered me with their vain idols, 
I will provoke them with a ‘no-people’; 
   with a foolish nation I will anger them.”  R/. 
 



Gospel: Matthew 13:31-35 
 

Jesus proposed a parable to the crowds. “The Kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a 
person took and sowed in a field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the 
largest of plants. It becomes a large bush, and the ‘birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.’” 
 

He  spoke to them another parable. “The Kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed with three measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened.” 
 

All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables. He spoke to them only in parables, to fulfill 
what had been said through the prophet: 
 

I will open my mouth in parables, I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation of the 
world. 

 
Reflection 
 

   The birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches. (Matthew 13:32) 
   A flock of birds, perched all together in a tree, can make such a tremendous noise that it’s possible 
to lose sight of the magnificence of the tree. The squawking, the fluttering, and the rustling of leaves 
distract from the height and width and shape of even the largest oak. But Jesus used this imagery 
to focus our sight on the startling size and scope of God’s kingdom. The kingdom of heaven is the 
greatest of all kingdoms and stands above all other rule and authority and power. 
   Maybe you don’t see that heavenly kingdom right now. Maybe all you can imagine is a glorious 
future congregation of angels, saints, and holy people. Or maybe all you hear now is the crowing 
and cackling of innumerable crows and hummingbirds, eagles and wrens — a kingdom fraught with 
noisy squabbling. 
   But the kingdom of heaven is so much more than that. Created and beloved by God, this kingdom 
includes every person who has ever been baptized in Jesus’ name. If you are baptized, you are a 
citizen of this kingdom too! You have received new life and the power that belongs only to those 
living in it. The power to ask for God’s favor and receive it. The power to reconcile, to forgive, to heal, 
and to endure. And not only power but also blessings have come to you — blessings of 
“righteousness, peace, and joy in the holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17). These blessings will last forever, 
into eternity. 
   So whenever the world seems too dark and too powerful, remember that God has already delivered 
you out of that darkness and has transferred you to his heavenly kingdom (Colossians 1:13). Be 
grateful to dwell in a kingdom that cannot be shaken or destroyed, a kingdom that confers power 
and blessings on its citizens. Although the birds make an awful ruckus at times, the kingdom is now 
and always will be a place where you can experience the power and presence and love of God. 
   Father, help me to tune out the clamor of birds today so that I might see the vastness of your 
kingdom and rejoice in it. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 



receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


