
 

 

 

Thursday, July 30, 2020  
 
 
 

    -- Thursday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time      

    -- Feast of St. Peter Chrysologus 
 
 
 

Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Marian Dennelly 
 
 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 18:1-6 
 

This word came to Jeremiah from the Lord: rise up, be off 
to the potter’s house; there I will give you my message. I 
went down to the potter’s house and there he was, working 
at the wheel. Whenever the object of clay which he was 
making turned out badly in his hand, he tried again, making 
of the clay another object of whatever sort he pleased. Then 
the word of the Lord came to me: can I not do to you, house 
of Israel, as this potter has done? says the Lord. Indeed, like clay in the hand of the potter, so are 
you in my hand, house of Israel. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 146:1-6 
 

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob. 
 

Praise the Lord, O my soul; 
   I will praise the Lord all my life; 
I will sing praise to my God while I live.  R/. 
 

Put not your trust in princes, 
   in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 
When his spirit departs he returns to his earth; 
   on that day his plans perish.  R/. 
 

Blessed he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
   whose hope is in the Lord, his God. 
Who made heaven and earth, 
   the sea and all that is in them.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 13:47-53 
 

Jesus said to the disciples: “The Kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects 
fish of every kind. When it is full they haul it ashore and sit down to put what is good into buckets. 
What is bad they throw away. Thus it will be at the end of the age. The angels will go out and separate 



the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and 
grinding of teeth.” 
 

“Do you understand all these things?” They answered, “Yes.” And he replied, “Then every scribe 
who has been instructed in the Kingdom of heaven is like the head of a household who brings from 
his storeroom both the new and the old.” When Jesus finished these parables, he went away from 
there. 
 
Reflection 
 

   He tried again, making of the clay another object. (Jeremiah 18:4) 
   Israel had wandered from the Lord — not once, but multiple times, over many years. The people 
were worshipping false gods, breaking the commandments, and cozying up to foreign enemies. It 
was into this state of chaos that God sent Jeremiah to prophesy. Often, Jeremiah’s words were 
upbraiding. But in today’s first reading, he gives a word of hope. God isn’t done with Israel — and 
he never will be. He will never give up his love for them. As a potter refashions clay, God will always 
work to mold them into the people he created them to be. 
   Does God’s anguish over Israel sound familiar? Every parent, sibling, or spouse — likely each of 
us —has felt something similar. We want a loved one to change. We see all they could become if 
only they would turn to God more deeply. Yet even in their messiness, we see the beautiful person 
they already are and how much God loves them. 
   If you have felt this way, it means that you know something of God’s heart for his children. The 
good news is that God is still the Divine Potter, and the way he felt about Israel is the way he feels 
about each of his children. No one is off his radar. 
   What a comfort! This means that if you’ve been praying for someone to come to the Lord for what 
seems like a long time, you can trust that the Divine Potter is at work. Don’t give up. When you feel 
weary or tempted to discouragement, turn to the Lord. Try praying an honest, simple prayer: “Jesus, 
you know what will move this person forward. Open their heart.” Finally, keep asking him for strength 
for yourself — mental, physical, and emotional. He wants to help you to endure and persevere. 
Remember, he waited a long time for Israel, so he knows what it’s like! 
   Our Father never stops trying to form and mold his children’s hearts — and that includes every 
one of our loved ones. He will always try again, “making of the clay another object” (Jeremiah 18:4). 
He refashioned Israel time and again, and he will do the same for each of us. 
   Divine Potter, I surrender my loved ones to you. Mold them how-ever you desire. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  



Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


