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    -- Tuesday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time 
 
 
 

Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Sharon Ford 
 
 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 14:17-22 
 

Let my eyes stream with tears day and night, without rest, over the 
great destruction which overwhelms the virgin daughter of my 
people, over her incurable wound. If I walk out into the field, look! 
those slain by the sword; If I enter the city, look! those consumed 
by hunger. Even the prophet and the priest forage in a land they 
know not. 
 

Have you cast Judah off completely? Is Zion loathsome to you? 
Why have you struck us a blow that cannot be healed? We wait for peace, to no avail; for a time of 
healing, but terror comes instead. We recognize, O Lord, our wickedness, the guilt of our fathers; 
that we have sinned against you. For your name’s sake spurn us not, disgrace not the throne of your 
glory; remember your covenant with us, and break it not. Among the nations’ idols is there any that 
gives rain? Or can the mere heavens send showers? Is it not you alone, O Lord, our God, to whom 
we look? You alone have done all these things. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 79:8-9, 11, 13 
 

For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us. 
 

Remember not against us the iniquities of the past; 
   may your compassion quickly come to us, 
for we are brought very low.  R/. 
 

Help us, O God our savior, 
   because of the glory of your name; 
Deliver us and pardon our sins 
   for your name’s sake.  R/. 
 

Let the prisoners’ sighing come before you; 
   with your great power free those doomed to death. 
Then we, your people and the sheep of your pasture, 
   will give thanks to you forever; 
through all generations we will declare your praise.  R/. 
 



Gospel: Matthew 13:36-43 
 

Jesus dismissed the crowds and went into the house. His disciples approached him and said, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” He said in reply, “He who sows good seed is the 
Son of Man, the field is the world, the good seed the children of the Kingdom. The weeds are the 
children of the Evil One, and the enemy who sows them is the Devil. The harvest is the end of the 
age, and the harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be 
at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his Kingdom 
all who cause others to sin and all evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there 
will be wailing and grinding of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the Kingdom of their 
Father. Whoever has ears ought to hear.” 

 
Reflection 
 

   The good seed [is] the children of the Kingdom. (Matthew 13:38) 
   Today’s Gospel is taken from Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom of heaven. He uses examples from 
everyday experience to shed light on divine mysteries. In today’s passage, Jesus explains the 
meaning of his parable about the good seed and the weeds that grow together. On the one hand, 
there is the hidden power and fruitfulness of the seed. On the other, Jesus reminds us of the danger 
of the enemy and the damage caused by sin. 
   Both principles are at work in our lives. Jesus says that the good seed is the children of the kingdom 
— that’s us! This image of the good seed reveals the source of our fruitfulness: God himself. This 
means that his good seed is already alive in us. It was planted in us through Baptism, and it is 
nourished by the sacraments and other encounters with God’s grace. Day after day, the Holy Spirit 
is constantly at work making the seed grow, even when we can’t see it, and opening up the power 
hidden within that seed. 
   Still, we cannot forget the efforts of the enemy to sow weeds in us. We all experience temptations 
to habitual sins or vices that damage our human relationships. We can also fall prey to the subtle 
lies that harm our relationship with God. “God doesn’t really love me,” we think. “He sees my sin and 
has already condemned me.” 
   Take this image of the seed to prayer. God has sown many good seeds in your life. Thank him for 
them! Now ask the Spirit how you can tend to just one seed today. Perhaps God has planted 
forgiveness in your heart and helped you to repair a relationship. How can you help this seed grow? 
You might begin by praying for that person and finding ways to bear with the things they do that 
annoy you. Maybe you could try to resist the temptation to judge them. Most of all, you can pray for 
grace, for it is “God who causes the growth” (1 Corinthians 3:7). 
   There is immense power in this good seed—infinitely stronger than the power of the weeds. As 
John encouraged the early Christians, “The one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the 
world” (1 John 4:4). 
   Holy Spirit, help me water the seeds you have planted in me. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 



Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


