
 

 

 

Monday, August 3, 2020  
 
 
 

    -- Monday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time 
 
 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 28:1-17 
 

In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah, in the 
fifth month of the fourth year, the prophet Hananiah, son of 
Azzur, from Gibeon, said to me in the house of the Lord in the 
presence of the priests and all the people: “Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘I will break the yoke of the king of 
Babylon. Within two years I will restore to this place all the 
vessels of the temple of the Lord which Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, took away from this place to Babylon. And I will bring 
back to this place Jeconiah, son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 
and all the exiles of Judah who went to Babylon,’ says the Lord, 
‘for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.’”  
 

The prophet Jeremiah answered the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the 
people assembled in the house of the Lord, and said: Amen! thus may the Lord do! May he fulfill 
the things you have prophesied by bringing the vessels of the house of the Lord and all the 
exiles back from Babylon to this place! But now, listen to what I am about to state in your hearing 
and the hearing of all the people. From of old, the prophets who were before you and me 
prophesied war, woe, and pestilence against many lands and mighty kingdoms. But the prophet 
who prophesies peace is recognized as truly sent by the Lord only when his prophetic prediction 
is fulfilled.  
 

Thereupon the prophet Hananiah took the yoke from the neck of the prophet Jeremiah and broke 
it, and said in the presence of all the people: “Thus says the Lord: ‘Even so, within two years I 
will break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, from off the neck of all the nations.’” At 
that, the prophet Jeremiah went away.  
 

Some time after the prophet Hananiah had broken the yoke from off the neck of the prophet 
Jeremiah, The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: Go tell Hananiah this: Thus says the Lord: 
By breaking a wooden yoke, you forge an iron yoke! For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel: A yoke of iron I will place on the necks of all these nations serving Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, and they shall serve him; even the beasts of the field I give him.  
 

To the prophet Hananiah the prophet Jeremiah said: Hear this, Hananiah! The Lord has not sent 
you, and you have raised false confidence in this people. For this, says the Lord, I will dispatch 



you from the face of the earth; this very year you shall die, because you have preached rebellion 
against the Lord. That same year, in the seventh month, Hananiah the prophet died. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102 
 

Lord, teach me your statutes. 
 

Remove from me the way of falsehood, 
   and favor me with your law.  R/. 
 

Take not the word of truth from my mouth, 
   for in your ordinances is my hope.  R/. 
 

Let those turn to me who fear you 
   and acknowledge your decrees.  R/. 
 

Let my heart be perfect in your statutes, 
   that I be not put to shame.  R/. 
 

Sinners wait to destroy me, 
   but I pay heed to your decrees.  R/. 
 

From your ordinances I turn not away, 
   for you have instructed me.  R/. 

 
Gospel: Matthew 14:22-36 
 

Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and precede him to the other side of the sea, while he 
dismissed the crowds. After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When it 
was evening he was there alone. Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was being 
tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against it. During the fourth watch of the night, he 
came toward them, walking on the sea. When the disciples saw him walking on the sea they 
were terrified. “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear. At once Jesus spoke to them, 
“Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter said to him in reply, “Lord, if it is you, command 
me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat and began to walk 
on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how strong the wind was he became frightened; 
and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand 
and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” After they got into 
the boat, the wind died down. Those who were in the boat did him homage, saying, “Truly, you 
are the Son of God.” 
 

After making the crossing, they came to land at Gennesaret. When the men of that place 
recognized him, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People brought to him all those 
who were sick and begged him that they might touch only the tassel on his cloak, and as many 
as touched it were healed. 
 
Reflection 
 

   You have preached rebellion against the Lord. (Jeremiah 28:16) 
   It’s human nature. We all want to hope for the best, to see conflict resolved and suffering healed. 
That’s what seemed to motivate the prophet Hananiah. He wanted to see Judah return to the days 



of prosperity it had enjoyed before the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem and took its king into 
captivity. But Hananiah missed the point. Don’t worry, he seemed to be saying. No need to repent. 
Just keep on doing what you’re doing, and God will restore you. And that’s what Jeremiah called 
“preaching rebellion” (Jeremiah 28:16). 
   Jeremiah didn’t enjoy rebuking Hananiah. His heart was breaking for his people. He knew that God 
wanted to protect and reunite them, but their sin was an immense roadblock. They needed to return 
to God in repentance. Living as a conquered people was painful, but it helped show them how they 
had fallen away from the Lord. It was a chance to change and turn back to God before they were 
exiled themselves. 
   We all have times when we want to pretend everything is fine. Or we want to blame our troubles 
on someone else. That’s when we need to face the challenging but merciful message of the gospel. 
The sad truth is that some of the negative things in our lives are the consequence of our own sin. 
Yes, God loves us and wants to give us good things. And yes, he calls us to conversion. He wants 
us to be free, but we can’t ignore the need to repent. 
   When we avoid dealing with our sins, we make things worse. When we close our ears to everything 
but the outcome we want, we cut ourselves off from the healing and renewal God wants to give us. 
   The Lord always has more for us. And because he has so much for us, he is always calling us to 
change, to align ourselves a little more closely with him. So take a moment to reflect on what God is 
calling you to do. Are you listening to the prophets of the world who tell you everything is fine? Or 
are you heeding the call to repentance so that you can experience the freedom God wants to give 
you? 
   Lord, I want to be at peace. Help me to turn to you more deeply so that I can experience even 
more freedom! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 



O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


