
 

 

 

Saturday, August 1, 2020  
 
 
 

    -- Saturday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time      

    -- Feast of St. Alphonsus Liguori 
 
 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24 
 

The priests and prophets said to the princes and to all the people, 
“This man deserves death; he has prophesied against this city, 
as you have heard with your own ears.” Jeremiah gave this 
answer to the princes and all the people: “It was the Lord who 
sent me to prophesy against this house and city all that you have 
heard. Now, therefore, reform your ways and your deeds; listen 
to the voice of the Lord your God, so that the Lord will repent of 
the evil with which he threatens you. As for me, I am in your 
hands; do with me what you think good and right. But mark well: 
if you put me to death, it is innocent blood you bring on 
yourselves, on this city and its citizens. For in truth it was the Lord who sent me to you, to speak all 
these things for you to hear.” 
 

Thereupon the princes and all the people said to the priests and the prophets, “This man does not 
deserve death; it is in the name of the Lord, our God, that he speaks to us.” 
 

So Ahikam, son of Shaphan, protected Jeremiah, so that he was not handed over to the people to 
be put to death. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 69:15-16-30-31, 33-34 
 

Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
 

Rescue me out of the mire; may I not sink! 
   may I be rescued from my foes, 
and from the watery depths. 
   Let not the flood-waters overwhelm me, 
nor the abyss swallow me up, 
   nor the pit close its mouth over me.  R/. 
 

But I am afflicted and in pain; 
   let your saving help, O God, protect me. 
I will praise the name of God in song, 
   and I will glorify him with thanksgiving.  R/. 
 

“See, you lowly ones, and be glad; 
   you who seek God, may your hearts revive! 



For the Lord hears the poor, 
   and his own who are in bonds he spurns not.”  R/. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 14:1-12 
 

Herod the tetrarch heard of the reputation of Jesus and said to his servants, “This man is John the 
Baptist. He has been raised from the dead; that is why mighty powers are at work in him.” 
 

Now Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of 
his brother Philip, for John had said to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.” Although he wanted 
to kill him, he feared the people, for they regarded him as a prophet. But at a birthday celebration for 
Herod, the daughter of Herodias performed a dance before the guests and delighted Herod so much 
that he swore to give her whatever she might ask for. Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me 
here on a platter the head of John the Baptist.” The king was distressed, but because of his oaths 
and the guests who were present, he ordered that it be given, and he had John beheaded in the 
prison. His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who took it to her mother. His 
disciples came and took away the corpse and buried him; and they went and told Jesus. 

 
Reflection 
 

   It was the Lord who sent me to prophesy. (Jeremiah 26:12) 
   Jeremiah had the unenviable task of calling his people out on their rebellion against the Lord. All 
in a day’s work for a prophet, right? Not quite. 
   Confronting people with their sins doesn’t paint the full picture of what it means to be a prophet. 
Rather, a prophet’s primary role is to point others to the Lord (and yes, sometimes toward the sin 
that blocks them from him). We see this expressed in Jeremiah’s exhortation: “Listen to the voice of 
the Lord your God” (Jeremiah 26:13). 
   Why is this important? Because our baptism gives each of us a share in the prophetic office of 
Christ. According to the Catechism, “Lay people . . . fulfill their prophetic mission by evangelization, 
‘that is, the proclamation of Christ by word and the testimony of life.’ For lay people, . . . [this] ‘is 
accomplished in the ordinary circumstances of the world’” (CCC, 905). This means that when you 
were baptized, Jesus commissioned you to help direct people to him—within the context of your 
ordinary, everyday life. 
   You might think, “I’m no prophet!” But that’s not exactly true. You can fulfill your prophetic mission 
simply by witnessing to God’s work in your life. When you pray for someone’s healing and they 
recover more quickly than expected, you can say, “It was the Lord” (Jeremiah 26:15). When you are 
able to forgive and reconcile with a family member who had been hostile to you, you can tell people, 
“It was the Lord.” 
   Of course, you also point to God through your actions. People may notice that there’s something 
different about you simply by the way you treat others, even if you don’t say anything at all! 
   There is no shortage of creative ways to point people to Jesus. So take up your prophetic calling 
today; you can make a difference in people’s lives! 
   Lord, show me how I can point people to you today. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 



I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


