September 6, 2020
+ TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME +

Prelude – For the Healing of the Nations (Journeysongs #844)
Prayer to St. Michael
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of
the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
Opening Hymn–For the Fruits of This Creation (Journeysongs #615)
Verses 1 & 2

+ Introductory Rites +
Penitential Act
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.
OR
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask
blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. We praise you,
we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten
Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are
seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Collect
O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, look graciously upon your beloved
sons and daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an
everlasting inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

+ Liturgy of the Word +
First Reading
Ezekiel 33:7-9
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel:
Thus says the Lord: You, son of man, I have appointed watchman for the house of Israel; when
you hear me say anything, you shall warn them for me. If I tell the wicked, “O wicked one, you
shall surely die,” and you do not speak out to dissuade the wicked from his way, the wicked
shall die for his guilt, but I will hold you responsible for his death. But if you warn the wicked,
trying to turn him from his way, and he refuses to turn from his way, he shall die for his guilt,
but you shall save yourself.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord;
let us acclaim the rock of our salvation.
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us joyfully sing psalms to him. R/.
Come, let us bow down in worship;
let us kneel before the Lord who made us.
For he is our God,
and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides. R/.
Oh, that today you would hear his voice:
“Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as in the day of Massah in the desert,
Where your fathers tempted me;
they tested me though they had seen my works.” R/.
Second Reading
Romans 13:8-10
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans:
Brothers and sisters: Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another; for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not
kill; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be,
are summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does
no evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
2 Corinthians 5:19
Alleluia, alleluia!

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. R/.
Gospel
Matthew 18:15-20
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not listen,
take one or two others along with you, so that ‘every fact may be established on the testimony
of two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he refuses to listen
even to the church, then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector. Amen, I say to you,
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven. Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything for
which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father. For where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.
Homily
Profession of Faith
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of
the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow.
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Faithful
Called to be people of holiness and faith, we come to God with our prayers.
-

For Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, may they labor to faithfully share the Good News.
We pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.

-

For civil servants who strive to end racial inequality and violence, may local leaders lead
efforts toward reconciliation. We pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.

-

For all who suffered painful loss in the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001; may
they find comfort in the promise of eternal life. We pray to the Lord. Lord hear our
prayer.

-

For all who labor in unhealthy and life-threatening situations, may employers strive to
improve their workers’ conditions. We pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.

-

For all workers in the vineyard of the Lord, may they find joy and fulfillment in their calling.
We pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.

-

For those suffering from the COVID-19 illness, that they be restored to health, and that
health care professionals and first responders be protected from the illness. We pray to
the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.

-

For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts. For all our intentions spoken
and unspoken. We pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.

For those who have died, especially Jan Scala, may they come to share in the fulness of
Christ’s glory, we pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.
God of all knowledge and wisdom, we offer worship and prayers as we gather in the name of
your Son, Christ our Lord. Amen.

+ Liturgy of the Eucharist +
Offertory Hymn – Come to Me (Journeysongs #695)
Verses 1, 3 & 5
Presentation and Preparation of the Gifts
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have received the
bread we offer you: fruit of the earth and work of human hands, it will become for us the bread
of life. Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have received the
wine we offer you: fruit of the vine and work of human hands, it will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God for ever.
Invitation to Prayer
Pray, brethren (brothers and sister), that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the
almighty Father. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory
of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.
Prayer over the Offerings
O God, who give us the gift of true prayer and of peace, graciously grant that, through this
offering, we may do fitting homage to your divine majesty and, by partaking of the sacred
mystery, we may be faithfully united in mind and heart. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer
Preface Dialogue
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right and just.
Preface
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you
thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For we know it belongs to your boundless glory, that you came to the aid of mortal beings
with your divinity and even fashioned for us a remedy out of mortality itself, that the cause of
our downfall might become the means of our salvation, through Christ our Lord.
Through him the host of Angels adores your majesty and rejoices in your presence for ever.
May our voices, we pray, join with theirs in one chorus of exultant praise, as we acclaim:
Preface Acclamation
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, in the highest.
Eucharistic Prayer III
You are indeed Holy, O Lord, and all you have created rightly gives you praise, for through
your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, by the power and working of the Holy Spirit, you give life to all
things and make them holy, and you never cease to gather a people to yourself, so that from
the rising of the sun to its setting a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name.
Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you: by the same Spirit graciously make holy these gifts
we have brought to you for consecration, that they may become the Body and Blood of your
Son our Lord Jesus Christ, at whose command we celebrate these mysteries.
For on the night he was betrayed he himself took bread, and, giving you thanks, he said the
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took the chalice, and, giving you thanks, he said
the blessing, and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
The mystery of faith.
Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.
Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of the saving Passion of your Son, his
wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into heaven, and as we look forward to his second
coming, we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice.

Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church and, recognizing the sacrificial Victim by
whose death you willed to reconcile us to yourself, grant that we, who are nourished by the
Body and Blood of your Son and filled with his Holy Spirit, may become one body, one spirit in
Christ.
May he make of us an eternal offering to you, so that we may obtain an inheritance with your
elect, especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, with your blessed Apostles
and glorious Martyrs and with all the Saints, on whose constant intercession in your presence
we rely for unfailing help.
May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation, we pray, O Lord, advance the peace and salvation of
all the world. Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity your pilgrim Church on earth, with your
servant Francis our Pope and Ronald our Bishop, the Order of Bishops, all the clergy, and the
entire people you have gained for your own.
Listen graciously to the prayers of this family, whom you have summoned before you: in your
compassion, O merciful Father, gather to yourself all your children scattered throughout the
world.
To our departed brothers and sisters and to all who were pleasing to you at their passing from
this life, give kind admittance to your kingdom. There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of
your glory through Christ our Lord, through whom you bestow on the world all that is good.
Concluding Doxology
Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever.
Amen
Amen.

+ Communion Rite +
The Lord’s Prayer
At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant us peace in our days, that, by the
help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the
blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Sign of Peace
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; look not
on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity in
accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And with your spirit.

Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away
the sins of the world, grant us peace.
Invitation to Communion
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those
called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and
my soul shall be healed.
Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above
all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive
you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were
already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen.
Communion Hymn – Like a Deer That Longs (JourneySongs #45)
Prayer after Communion
Grant that your faithful, O Lord, whom you nourish and endow with life through the food of your
Word and heavenly Sacrament, may so benefit from your beloved Son’s great gifts that we
may merit an eternal share in his life. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

+ Concluding Rite +
The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace glorifying the Lord by your life. Thanks be to God.
Closing Hymn –For the Fruits of This Creation (Journeysongs #615)
Verse 3

Thank you for all of your understanding and patience as we
have navigated the uncertainty over the past few months. It
will continue to be a process as we adjust to this new “green
phase”. We will continue to make changes as necessary.
Again, thank you for your understanding, patience, and
kindness in this uncertain time.

