
 

 

 

Friday, September 18, 2020  
 
 
 

    -- Friday of the Twenty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time 
 
 
 

First Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 

Brothers and sisters: If Christ is preached as raised from the dead, 
how can some among you say there is no resurrection of the dead? 
If there is no resurrection of the dead, then neither has Christ been 
raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then empty too is our 
preaching; empty, too, your faith. Then we are also false witnesses 
to God, because we testified against God that he raised Christ, 
whom he did not raise if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the 
dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised, and if Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in your sins. Then those who have fallen 
asleep in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are the most 
pitiable people of all. 
 

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 17:1, 6-7, 8, 15 
 

Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be full. 
 

Hear, O Lord, a just suit; 
   attend to my outcry; 
hearken to my prayer from lips without deceit.  R/. 
 

I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God;  
   incline your ear to me; hear my word. 
Show your wondrous mercies, 
   O savior of those who flee  
from their foes to refuge at your right hand.  R/. 
 

Hide me in the shadow of your wings, 
   But I in justice shall behold your face; 
on waking, I shall be content in your presence.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 8:1-3 
 

Jesus journeyed from one town and village to another, preaching and proclaiming the good news 
of the Kingdom of God. Accompanying him were the Twelve and some women who had been 
cured of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone 



out, Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, Susanna, and many others who provided for 
them out of their resources. 
 
Reflection 
 

   If Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain. (1 Corinthians 15:17) 
   It’s likely that if you are reading this meditation, you believe that Jesus rose from the dead. After 
all, this is a central truth of our Catholic faith. 
   But have you ever considered how this belief can make a difference in your everyday life? Jesus 
wants the good news of his resurrection to be more than something intellectual or something we just 
recite at Mass on Sunday. He wants us to experience the power of his resurrection in a personal 
way. 
   What might that look like? When Jesus rose from the dead, he conquered sin and death. And 
because we are united with Christ, that victory is ours as well. In whatever situation we might be 
facing, we can hold onto the truth that sin and death do not have the final word in our lives. The 
power that raised Jesus from the dead is the same power that the Lord wants to unleash in our own 
lives to give us the faith and hope to endure and even triumph. 
   We all have experienced situations that feel like mountains that won’t move. It could be a difficult 
family relationship, a loved one who has strayed from the faith, or a struggle with a persistent 
temptation. But these are also precisely the situations in which Jesus wants to bring his resurrection 
power! He wants to breathe faith and hope into our minds and hearts and to encourage us to not 
give up believing that he is working, even if we can’t see or sense anything on the surface. 
   To all appearances, on Good Friday it looked as if all was lost and over — Jesus had been 
crucified. But then on Easter Sunday, the stone was rolled away from the tomb, and Jesus was 
raised from the dead. 
   And because God raised him up, our faith that the tough situations in our lives can turn around is 
not in vain. On the contrary, we have the right to hold onto our faith that Jesus will bring good out of 
any situation. Remember, Jesus’ resurrection is more than a doctrine. It’s his power, working in your 
life, even now. 
   Jesus, bring your resurrection power to every aspect of my life and all the concerns on my heart. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 



Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


