
 

 

 

Tuesday, September 22, 2020  
 
 
 

    -- Tuesday of the Twenty-Fifth Week in Ordinary Time 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Mass Intention: Patricia Bostick 
 
 
 
 

First Reading: Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13 
 

Like a stream is the king’s heart in the hand of the Lord; wherever 
it pleases him, he directs it. 
 

All the ways of a man may be right in his own eyes, but it is the Lord 
who proves hearts. 
 

To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the Lord than 
sacrifice. 
 

Haughty eyes and a proud heart – the tillage of the wicked is sin. 
 

The plans of the diligent are sure of profit, but all rash haste leads certainly to poverty. 
 

Whoever makes a fortune by a lying tongue is chasing a bubble over deadly snares. 
 

The soul of the wicked man desires evil; his neighbor finds no pity in his eyes. 
 

When the arrogant man is punished, the simple are the wiser; when the wise man is instructed, 
he gains knowledge. 
 

The just man appraises the house of the wicked: there is one who brings down the wicked to 
ruin. 
 

He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will himself also call and not be heard. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44 
 

Guide me, Lord, in the way of your commands. 
 

Blessed are they whose way is blameless, 
   who walk in the law of the Lord.  R/. 
 

Make me understand the way of your precepts, 
   and I will meditate on your wondrous deeds.  R/. 
 

The way of truth I have chosen; 
   I have set your ordinances before me.  R/. 
 

Give me discernment, that I may observe your law 



   and keep it with all my heart.  R/. 
 

Lead me in the path of your commands, 
   for in it I delight.  R/. 
 

And I will keep your law continually, 
   forever and ever.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 8:19-21 
 

The mother of Jesus and his brothers came to him but were unable to join him because of the 
crowd. He was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside and they wish to see 
you.” He said to them in reply, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God 
and act on it.” 
 
Reflection 
 

   Your mother and your brothers are standing outside. (Luke 8:20) 
   His family couldn’t get close to Jesus. The crowd — people from “one town after another” who had 
traveled to see to him (Luke 8:4) — blocked the way. So they sent word to Jesus: Here we are 
standing outside, and we want to see you. Jesus’ response probably surprised both the crowd and 
his family: “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and act on it” (8:21). 
   First, let’s get this out of the way: Jesus was not condemning his family. Think about it — if ever 
there was someone who heard God’s word and acted on it, it was his mother, Mary. But Jesus was 
pointing to a bigger truth. Blood relationship did not entitle them to special privileges. It must have 
surprised his family when he did not come out to meet them. But he wasn’t rejecting them. Rather 
than narrowing or shutting his family circle, Jesus was expanding it. He was bringing everyone who 
hears and obeys God’s voice into his family. 
   This must have also surprised the crowd. Think of the effort they had gone to so that they could 
see Jesus. Think of how much they wanted to hear his words and receive healing from this Galilean 
miracle worker. But family is family, they must have thought. Of course Jesus would give priority to 
his mother. How would it have affected them when Jesus said they were his mother and brothers 
and sisters as well! Their actions showed that they were pursuing Jesus with faith. And he told them 
they had access to him and a special place in his heart. It probably made them want to follow him 
all the more. 
   The same applies to you. You are a treasured member of Jesus’ family. As you listen to his word 
and let it sink into your heart and mind, you can sense his closeness. In your actions — whether 
serving your family or the needy or offering forgiveness or encouragement — you can see his face 
in those you care for. The more time you spend with Jesus and the more you follow his way, the 
closer you’ll feel to him. Just like family. 
   Lord, thank you for making me part of your family!” 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 



and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


