Monday, November 16, 2020
-- Monday of the Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time
-- Memorial of St. Margaret of Scotland
First Reading: Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to show his
servants what must happen soon. He made it known by sending his
angel to his servant John, who gives witness to the word of God and
to the testimony of Jesus Christ by reporting what he saw. Blessed
is the one who reads aloud and blessed are those who listen to this prophetic message and
heed what is written in it, for the appointed time is near.
John, to the seven churches in Asia: grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and
who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne.
I heard the Lord saying to me: “To the angel of the Church in Ephesus, write this:
“‘The one who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks in the midst of the seven gold
lampstands says this: “I know your works, your labor, and your endurance, and that you cannot
tolerate the wicked; you have tested those who call themselves Apostles but are not, and
discovered that they are impostors. Moreover, you have endurance and have suffered for my
name, and you have not grown weary. Yet I hold this against you: you have lost the love you
had at first. Realize how far you have fallen. Repent, and do the works you did at first. Otherwise,
I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.”’”
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6
Those who are victorious I will feed from the tree of life.
Blessed the man who follows not
the counsel of the wicked
Nor walks in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the company of the insolent,
But delights in the law of the Lord
and meditates on his law day and night. R/.
He is like a tree
planted near running water,
That yields its fruit in due season,
and whose leaves never fade.

Whatever he does, prospers. R/.
Not so the wicked, not so;
they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
For the Lord watches over the way of the just,
but the way of the wicked vanishes. R/.
Gospel: Luke 18:35-43
As Jesus approached Jericho a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging, and hearing a
crowd going by, he inquired what was happening. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing
by.” He shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!” The people walking in front rebuked
him, telling him to be silent, but he kept calling out all the more, “Son of David, have pity on me!”
Then Jesus stopped and ordered that he be brought to him; and when he came near, Jesus
asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” He replied, “Lord, please let me see.” Jesus
told him, “Have sight; your faith has saved you.” He immediately received his sight and followed
him, giving glory to God. When they saw this, all the people gave praise to God.
Reflection
The appointed time is near. (Revelation 1:3)
It’s probably no surprise that many people shy away from the Book of Revelation. It’s full of graphic
language about cosmic events that we find hard to understand, let alone identify with! We are dimly
aware that some religious leaders have associated certain world leaders and institutions with the evil
forces portrayed in Revelation. Others have used this book to make specific predictions about what
will happen in the future. And when these predictions fail to materialize (at least in the anticipated
way), new theories are born. So how could ordinary believers like ourselves hope to make sense of
this puzzling book?
Actually, Revelation wasn’t so puzzling to John’s first readers. Most of them were familiar with
imagery like the moon turning to blood and stars falling from the sky. Earlier writers like Isaiah and
Joel had used word pictures like these to talk about God’s action in bringing down power-hungry
empires and upending a status quo in which the rich continued to exploit the poor.
Because they themselves were being persecuted for proclaiming Jesus as Lord rather than
Caesar, John’s readers knew that he was using language that could both veil and reveal. A pagan
reader might have dismissed Revelation as little more than an imaginative story. But a faithful
Christian would have found assurance in it that God had not abandoned his people. He was very
much at work, moving history forward to its climax when Jesus would return in glory. This vision of
a world totally renewed in the love of its Creator gave them hope in their darkest hours.
As we turn again to the Book of Revelation at the end of the Church year, let’s catch the spirit of
those early followers. Let’s look up to see the Lamb enthroned, eager to transform us and our world
in the light of his glory. He is coming soon! Let’s be sure our preparations for his return are motivated
by that “love [we] had at first” (Revelation 2:4), the love that Jesus had for us before we even began
to respond to him.
Come, Lord Jesus! Make me ready and eager to welcome you, both in my day today and when
you return to bring me to your heavenly home.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel
St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle.
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,
and do thou,
O Prince of the heavenly hosts,
by the power of God,
thrust into hell Satan,
and all the evil spirits,
who prowl about the world
seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

