
 

 

 

Monday, November 2, 2020  
 
 
 

    -- Monday of the Thirty-First Week in Ordinary Time 
 
 

    -- The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day) 
 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: All Souls 
 
 
 

First Reading: Wisdom 3:1-9 
 

The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall 
touch them. They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; 
and their passing away was thought an affliction and their going 
forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in peace. For if before 
men, indeed, they be punished, yet is their hope full of immortality; chastised a little, they shall 
be greatly blessed, because God tried them and found them worthy of himself. As gold in the 
furnace, he proved them, and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. In the time of their 
visitation they shall shine, and shall dart about as sparks through stubble; they shall judge 
nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord shall be their King forever. Those who trust in him 
shall understand truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love: because grace and mercy 
are with his holy ones, and his care is with his elect. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.    

   OR 
 

Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil, for you are with me. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
   In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
beside restful waters he leads me; 
   he refreshes my soul.  R/. 
 

He guides me in right paths 
   for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark valley 
   I fear no evil; for you are at my side 
with your rod and your staff 
   that give me courage.  R/. 
 

You spread the table before me 
   in the sight of my foes; 



You anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows.  R/ 
 

Only goodness and kindness follow me 
   all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
   for years to come.  R/ 
 
Second Reading: Romans 6:3-9 
 

Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness 
of life. 
 

For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall also be united with 
him in the resurrection. We know that our old self was crucified with him, so that our sinful body 
might be done away with, that we might no longer be in slavery to sin. For a dead person has 
been absolved from sin. If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 
him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over 
him. 
 
Gospel: John 6:37-40 
 

Jesus said to the crowds: “Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I will not 
reject anyone who comes to me, because I came down from heaven not to do my own will but 
the will of the one who sent me. And this is the will of the one who sent me, that I should not 
lose anything of what he gave me, but that I should raise it on the last day. For this is the will of 
my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life, and I 
shall raise him on the last day.” 
 
Reflection 
 

   As gold in the furnace, he proved them. (Wisdom 3:6) 
   As we commemorate All Souls’ Day today, we might light a candle at church in honor of our loved 
ones who have died. Or we might display their photos in our homes. Many cultures devote today to 
remembering deceased friends and family members — and to pray for them. But why exactly should 
we pray for the dead? 
   It’s all about our desire for them to experience the joys of heaven. 
   We know that because Jesus died and rose from the dead, every one of us has the hope of heaven. 
Jesus has forgiven us, defeated death, and opened the doors to eternal life. But we also know that 
the effects of sin can still take their toll, even when we are in friendship with God. Think about times 
when someone forgave you for an angry outburst or hurtful word, but the pain that you caused that 
person still lingered. 
   Can any of that coexist with God? Those lingering consequences of sin? The mixed motives? No. 
Thanks be to God that when we die in friendship with him, we are saved. But for those persistent 
effects of sin, God offers us opportunities to be purified and cleansed even more deeply, like gold 
that is refined to remove impurities (Wisdom 3:6). 



   In his encyclical Spe Salvi [Saved in Hope], Pope Benedict XVI says that when we come face-to-
face with Jesus, “all falsehood melts away.” As we encounter him whose love has conquered all evil, 
“we absorb the overwhelming power of his love” into our hearts. That love is so strong that it burns 
away whatever evil or sin remain in us. Benedict calls this “the pain of love” (47). It’s something that 
can be painful — but joyful too — because it ultimately brings us salvation. We can look at it as 
God’s way of loving the sin out of us. 
   So take heart! God wants to keep cleansing you, even after death. He wants to bring you into the 
joys of heaven — you and all your loved ones. So pray for your loved ones. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
help them pass through this “pain of love” so that they can see God face-to-face! 
   Lord, bring all those who have died in friendship with you into heavenly joy! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


