Wednesday, November 25, 2020
-- Wednesday of the Thirty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time
-- Memorial of St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr
-- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intentions: Joan DeBakey
First Reading: Revelation 15:1-4
I, John, saw in heaven another sign, great and awe-inspiring:
seven angels with the seven last plagues, for through them
God’s fury is accomplished.
Then I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire.
On the sea of glass were standing those who had won the
victory over the beast and its image and the number that signified its name. They were holding
God’s harps, and they sang the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb:
“Great and wonderful are your works, Lord God almighty. Just and true are your ways, O king
of the nations. Who will not fear you, Lord, or glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All the
nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.”
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 7-8, 9
Great and wonderful are all your works, Lord, mighty God!
Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done wondrous deeds;
His right hand has won victory for him,
his holy arm. R/.
The Lord has made his salvation known:
in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
toward the house of Israel. R/.
Let the sea and what fills it resound,
the world and those who dwell in it;
Let the rivers clap their hands,
the mountains shout with them for joy. R/.
Before the Lord, for he comes,
for he comes to rule the earth;

He will rule the world with justice
and the peoples with equity. R/.
Gospel: Luke 21:12-19
Jesus said to the crowd: “They will seize and persecute you, they will hand you over to the
synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and governors because of
my name. It will lead to your giving testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your defense
beforehand, for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be
powerless to resist or refute. You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and
friends, and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name,
but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your perseverance you will secure your lives.”
Reflection
They sang the song . . . of the Lamb. (Revelation 15:3)
The Book of Revelation is filled with elaborate imagery and apocalyptic visions of the end of all
things — and that can make it difficult to understand. But the richness and beauty of this book lies
in its extraordinary witness to Jesus. True to its name, Revelation unwraps the mystery of Christ and
draws back the curtain to reveal Jesus in new ways. In every chapter it uses distinctive names to
describe different facets of Jesus’ calling and his attributes. Today, for instance, we read about Jesus
as a lamb.
We first encounter the image of a lamb in chapter 5 of Revelation. First, Jesus is introduced as a
triumphant “lion of . . . Judah” (5:5). But then surprisingly, when that “lion” appears, he is shown to
be a lamb instead (5:6). Even more astounding, he is a lamb who was slain (5:6, 9). This seems
illogical because lions — and humans — win by killing. But Jesus triumphed by being killed. It’s
through his death and resurrection that Jesus conquered all sin, all evil, all death. No wonder all the
saints sing a song to the Lamb of God!
The people of Israel sang the Song of Moses after God delivered them from slavery in Egypt
(Exodus 15). In heaven, everyone will sing to Jesus, the Lamb who delivered all people from slavery
to sin. One day, we will join them. We too will praise the Lamb who bore our sins, who died that we
might live, and whose blood has washed us clean. On that day, we will see him face-to-face and
rejoice in his victory. On that day, freed from every weakness, we will join our departed loved ones
and all the heavenly hosts in singing this new song.
But why wait? You can sing this song right now. In fact, you sing it at every Mass: Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world. It’s so important, in fact, that you sing it three times! And by
doing so, you sing of what Jesus has already done, what he is doing right now, and what he will do
when he returns. You sing this song in faith, but one day you will sing it in nothing but pure joy.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world. Grant us peace.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel
St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle.
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,
and do thou,
O Prince of the heavenly hosts,
by the power of God,
thrust into hell Satan,
and all the evil spirits,
who prowl about the world
seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

