
 

 

 

Monday, January 18, 2021  
 
 
 

    -- Monday of the Second Week in Ordinary Time 
 
 
 

First Reading: Hebrews 5:1-10 
 

Brothers and sisters: Every high priest is taken from among men 
and made their representative before God, to offer gifts and 
sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal patiently with the ignorant 
and erring, for he himself is beset by weakness and so, for this 
reason, must make sin offerings for himself as well as for the 
people. No one takes this honor upon himself but only when 
called by God, just as Aaron was. In the same way, it was not 
Christ who glorified himself in becoming high priest, but rather 
the one who said to him: You are my Son: this day I have 
begotten you; just as he says in another place, You are a priest forever according to the order 
of Melchizedek. In the days when he was in the Flesh, he offered prayers and supplications with 
loud cries and tears to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because 
of his reverence. Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered; and when 
he was made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 110:1, 2, 3, 4 
 

You are a priest for ever, in the line of Melchizedek. 
 

The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 
   till I make your enemies your footstool.”  R/. 
 

The scepter of your power the Lord will stretch forth from Zion: 
   “Rule in the midst of your enemies.”  R/. 
 

“Yours is princely power in the day of your birth, in holy splendor; 
   before the daystar, like the dew, I have begotten you.”  R/. 
 

The Lord has sworn, and he will not repent: 
   “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”  R/. 
 
Gospel: Mark 2:18-22 
 

The disciples of John and of the Pharisees were accustomed to fast. People came to Jesus and 
objected, “Why do the disciples of John and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples 
do not fast?” Jesus answered them, “Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with 
them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast. But the days will come 



when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on that day. No one sews 
a piece of unshrunken cloth on an old cloak. If he does, its fullness pulls away, the new from the 
old, and the tear gets worse. Likewise, no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, 
the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the skins are ruined. Rather, new wine is 
poured into fresh wineskins.” 
 

Reflection 
 

   New wine is poured into fresh wineskins. (Mark 2:22) 
   Today begins the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, and today’s Gospel reading certainly 
is appropriate. 
   Jesus wanted to show the people that he was doing something new and exciting, even though it 
didn’t fit what many of his fellow Jews were expecting. Surely many people wondered who this 
upstart was and why he wanted to upset the status quo. But Jesus simply continued preaching the 
good news, healing the sick, and delivering the oppressed. 
   Jesus wasn’t trying to upset anyone by breaking with the practice of rigorous fasting that was 
common among the more devoted Jews. No, he was demonstrating what life should be like now that 
he, “the bridegroom,” had come and ushered in the kingdom of God (Mark 2:19). Sure, it seemed 
risky not to rely so much on practices like fasting. Many people preferred to stick with the “safe” way 
they had learned from their ancestors. Better that than take a chance on an uncharted path in the 
hopes of deeper faith and greater intimacy with God. 
   In a similar way, God has been doing something new in the body of Christ: he has been drawing 
together divided churches and helping them overcome painful, centuries-old prejudices. Catholics, 
Lutherans, and Methodists have come to agreement on the term “justification by faith.” Orthodox and 
Catholics are talking together about the role of the pope. Even Catholics and Evangelicals are putting 
aside their suspicions and working together to promote a culture of life. So much is changing, and 
God is inviting us to embrace these changes as part of his plan. 
   As Christians, we may still disagree on doctrines like the papacy and the role of Mary. But we all 
agree on so many more: a loving, Trinitarian God; salvation in Christ; the gift of the Holy Spirit; the 
call to conversion and baptism; and the promise of heaven. Instead of emphasizing what divides us, 
let’s focus on what we have in common. 
   All this week, as people from different churches pray together, let’s ask the Lord to soften our 
hearts and open us up to this new path of greater unity. 
   Lord, make us one! 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 



and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


