April 25, 2021
+ FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER +

Prelude – The King of Love, My Shepherd Is
Prayer to St. Michael
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of
the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
Opening Hymn – Come, Christians, Join to Sing

+ Introductory Rites +
Entrance Antiphon
The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the heavens were
made, alleluia.
Penitential Act
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.
OR
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask
blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people, people of
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks
for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus
Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen, amen, amen.
Collect
Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in the joys of heaven, so that the humble flock may

reach where the brave Shepherd has gone before. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

+ Liturgy of the Word +
First Reading
Acts 4:8-12
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said: “Leaders of the people and elders: If we are being
examined today about a good deed done to a cripple, namely, by what means he was saved,
then all of you and all the people of Israel should know that it was in the name of Jesus Christ
the Nazorean whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead; in his name this man
stands before you healed. He is the stone rejected by you, the builders, which has become the
cornerstone. There is no salvation through anyone else, nor is there any other name under
heaven given to the human race by which we are to be saved.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29
The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his mercy endures forever.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in man.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in princes. R/.
I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and have been my savior.
The stone which the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
By the Lord has this been done;
it is wonderful in our eyes. R/.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;
we bless you from the house of the Lord.
I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and have been my savior.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his kindness endures forever. R/.
Second Reading
1 John 3:1-2
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John:
Beloved: See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of
God. Yet so we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved,

we are God’s children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that when
it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
John 10:14
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and mine know me. R/.
Gospel
John 10:11-19
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
A reading from the Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired
man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters them. This is because he works
for pay and has no concern for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine
know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I will lay down my life for the
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they will
hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd. This is why the Father loves me,
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down
on my own. I have power to lay it down, and power to take it up again. This command I have
received from my Father.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.
Homily
Profession of Faith
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow.
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Faithful
As the Good Shepherd tends his father’s flock, so we ask God to help our brothers and sisters.

- That pastors and ministers guide their flocks with tender care. We pray to the Lord. Lord
hear our prayer.
- That governments carefully guard the safety and quality of food and water. We pray to the
Lord. Lord hear our prayer.
- That young people preparing for graduation be strengthened for a life of loving service
through the anointing of the Holy Spirit. We pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.
- That Christians spread the peace of Christ and the joy of Easter in every time and place. We
pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.
- That the members of this assembly share God’s abundant feast with those who cannot be
here, especially the sick and homebound. We pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.
- For an increase in vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated life for our
diocese and that God will raise up good shepherds in our midst. We pray to the Lord. Lord
hear our prayer.
- For those suffering from the COVID-19 illness, that they be restored to health, and that health
care professionals and first responders be protected from the illness. We pray to the Lord.
Lord hear our prayer.
- For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts. For all our intentions spoken and
unspoken. We pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.
For those who have died, may they come to share in the fulness of Christ’s glory, we pray to
the Lord. Lord hear our prayer.
God of mercy, you sent your Son to care for your flock. Hear and grant what we ask in the
name of Jesus, our Risen Lord. Amen.

+ Liturgy of the Eucharist +
Offertory Hymn – The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Presentation and Preparation of the Gifts
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have received the
bread we offer you: fruit of the earth and work of human
hands, it will become for us the bread of life. Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have received the
wine we offer you: fruit of the vine and work of human hands, it will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God for ever.
Invitation to Prayer
Pray, brethren (brothers and sister), that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the
almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for
our good and the good of all his holy Church.
Prayer over the Offerings
Grant, we pray, O Lord, that we may always find delight in these paschal mysteries, so that the

renewal constantly at work within us may be the cause of our unending joy. Through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer
Preface Dialogue
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right and just.
Preface
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, at all times to acclaim you, O Lord, but in
this time above all to laud you yet more gloriously, when Christ our Passover has been
sacrificed.
For, with the old order destroyed, a universe cast down is renewed, and integrity of life is
restored to us in Christ.
Therefore, overcome with paschal joy, every land, every people exults in your praise and even
the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts, sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
as they acclaim:
Preface Acclamation
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.
Eucharistic Prayer III
You are indeed Holy, O Lord, and all you have created rightly gives you
praise, for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, by the power and working of the Holy Spirit,
you give life to all things and make them holy, and you never cease to gather a people to
yourself, so that from the rising of the sun to its setting a pure sacrifice may be offered to your
name.
Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you: by the same Spirit graciously make holy these gifts
we have brought to you for consecration, that they may become the Body and Blood of your
Son our Lord Jesus Christ, at whose command we celebrate these mysteries.
For on the night he was betrayed he himself took bread, and, giving you thanks, he said the
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took the chalice, and, giving you thanks, he said
the blessing, and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,

WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
The mystery of faith.
Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.
Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of the saving Passion of your Son, his
wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into heaven, and as we look forward to his second
coming, we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice.
Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church and, recognizing the sacrificial Victim by
whose death you willed to reconcile us to yourself, grant that we, who are nourished by the
Body and Blood of your Son and filled with his Holy Spirit, may become one body, one spirit in
Christ.
May he make of us an eternal offering to you, so that we may obtain an inheritance with your
elect, especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, with your blessed Apostles
and glorious Martyrs and with all the Saints, on whose constant intercession in your presence
we rely for unfailing help.
May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation, we pray, O Lord, advance the peace and salvation of
all the world. Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity your pilgrim Church on earth, with your
servant Francis our Pope and Ronald our Bishop, the Order of Bishops, all the clergy, and the
entire people you have gained for your own.
Listen graciously to the prayers of this family, whom you have summoned before you: in your
compassion, O merciful Father, gather to yourself all your children scattered throughout the
world.
To our departed brothers and sisters and to all who were pleasing to you at their passing from
this life, give kind admittance to your kingdom. There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of
your glory through Christ our Lord, through whom you bestow on the world all that is good.
Concluding Doxology
Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever.
Amen
Amen, amen, amen.

+ Communion Rite +
The Lord’s Prayer
At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant us peace in our days, that, by the
help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the
blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Sign of Peace
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; look not
on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity in
accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And with your spirit.
Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you
take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, grant us peace.
Invitation to Communion
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and
my soul shall be healed.
Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at
this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I
embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit
me to be separated from you. Amen.
Communion Hymn – Like a Shepherd
Prayer after Communion
Look upon your flock, kind Shepherd, and be pleased to settle in eternal pastures the sheep
you have redeemed by the Precious Blood of your Son. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

+ Concluding Rite +
The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.
Solemn Blessing
May God, who by the Resurrection of his Only Begotten Son was pleased to confer on you the
gift of redemption and of adoption, give you gladness by his blessing. Amen.
May he, by whose redeeming work you have received the gift of everlasting freedom, make
you heirs to an eternal inheritance. Amen.

And may you, who have already risen with Christ in Baptism through faith, by living in a right
manner on this earth, be united with him in the homeland of heaven. Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down
on you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace glorifying the Lord by your life. Thanks be to God.
Closing Hymn – Now the Green Blade Rises

Thank you all for your understanding and
patience as we have navigated this pandemic.
It will continue to be a process as we adjust to
new regulations. We will continue to make
changes as necessary. Again, thank you for
your understanding, patience, and kindness in
this uncertain time.
Happy Easter!

