
 

 

 

Tuesday, April 6, 2021  
 
 
 

    -- Tuesday Within the Octave of Easter 
 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Joseph & Marguerite 
             Schmalhofer 
 
 
 

First Reading: Acts 2:36-41 
 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter said to the Jewish people, “Let 
the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made 
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and they 
asked Peter and the other Apostles, “What are we to do, my 
brothers?” Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is made to you and to 
your children and to all those far off, whomever the Lord our God will call.” He testified with 
many other arguments, and was exhorting them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand persons were 
added that day. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 
 

The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 
 

Upright is the word of the Lord, 
    and all his works are trustworthy. 
He loves justice and right; 
    of the kindness of the Lord the earth is full.  R/. 
 

See, the eyes of the Lord are upon those who fear him, 
    upon those who hope for his kindness, 
To deliver them from death 
    and preserve them in spite of famine.  R/. 
 

Our soul waits for the Lord, 
    who is our help and our shield. 
May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us 
    who have put our hope in you.  R/. 
 
 
 



Gospel: John 20:11-18 
 

Mary Magdalene stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she wept, she bent over into the 
tomb and saw two angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet where the 
Body of Jesus had been. And they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 
them, “They have taken my Lord, and I don’t know where they laid him.” When she had said 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus there, but did not know it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” She thought it was the gardener 
and said to him, “Sir, if you carried him away, tell me where you laid him, and I will take him.” 
Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni,” which means 
Teacher. Jesus said to her, “Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am going to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God.’” Mary went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and then reported 
what he had told her. 
 
Reflection 
 

   Jesus said to her, “Mary!” (John 20:16) 
   Mary was distraught. Not only had Jesus been publicly and brutally executed, but his body was 
missing. Undeterred by her burden of grief and misery, she pressed on to try to find out what had 
happened to him. As she peered into the tomb where Jesus had been laid to rest, she saw two 
angels. But rather than reacting with fear, she didn’t even flinch. No other consideration mattered, 
not even that Peter and John had already seen the empty tomb and had come back without having 
solved the mystery (John 20:9). She was focused wholeheartedly on finding Jesus. 
   Then Jesus spoke her name, and she recognized him. 
   Few of us will ever hear Jesus speak our names audibly. But when you pursue him as Mary 
Magdalene did, you can count on his promise that “my sheep will recognize my voice” (John 10:16). 
You will recognize it when a Scripture passage stands out in your mind or stirs your heart. You might 
“hear” his voice in your thoughts when an idea occurs repeatedly urging you to talk to, care for, or 
repent to someone. And sometimes you will recognize his voice through a new insight into God’s 
love for you. 
   So pursue Jesus even if you are dragging along a burden of grief or guilt or any other strong 
emotion. Turn your thoughts to the Lord and ask, “What are you doing right here, Jesus?” as you sit 
in a hospital waiting room or the carpool line at school. Stop for sixty seconds every hour to examine 
your conscience, or try to see what Jesus is doing around you at that moment. 
   Jesus is with you always, though sometimes it’s not easy to recognize him. But if we are as willing 
and determined as Mary Magdalene to set things aside and to focus wholeheartedly on him, we will 
hear his voice. The burdens you carry are not an obstacle to Jesus, nor do they disqualify you from 
finding him. “When you look for me, you will find me,” the Lord promises. “Yes, when you seek me 
with all your heart, I will let you find me” (Jeremiah 29:13-14). 
   Holy Spirit, help me to seek Jesus today so that I might hear his voice. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 



I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


