
 

 

 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021  
 
 
 

    -- Tuesday of the Ninth Week in Ordinary Time  
 
 

    -- Memorial of St. Justin, Martyr 
 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Fr. Bernard P.  
    McGinley 

 
 

First Reading: Tobit 2:9-14 
 

On the night of Pentecost, after I had buried the dead, I, Tobit, 
went into my courtyard to sleep next to the courtyard wall. My 
face was uncovered because of the heat. I did not know there 
were birds perched on the wall above me, till their warm 
droppings settled in my eyes, causing cataracts. I went to see 
some doctors for a cure but the more they anointed my eyes with 
various salves, the worse the cataracts became, until I could see no more. For four years I was 
deprived of eyesight, and all my kinsmen were grieved at my condition. Ahiqar, however, took 
care of me for two years, until he left for Elymais. 
 

At that time, my wife Anna worked for hire at weaving cloth, the kind of work women do. When 
she sent back the goods to their owners, they would pay her. Late in winter on the seventh of 
Dystrus, she finished the cloth and sent it back to the owners. They paid her the full salary and 
also gave her a young goat for the table. On entering my house the goat began to bleat.  
 

I called to my wife and said: “Where did this goat come from? Perhaps it was stolen! Give it back 
to its owners; we have no right to eat stolen food!” She said to me, “It was given to me as a 
bonus over and above my wages.” Yet I would not believe her, and told her to give it back to its 
owners. I became very angry with her over this. So she retorted: “Where are your charitable 
deeds now? Where are your virtuous acts? See! Your true character is finally showing itself!” 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 112:1-2, 7-8, 9 
 

The heart of the just one is firm, trusting in the Lord. 
 

Blessed the man who fears the Lord, 
   who greatly delights in his commands. 
His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth; 
   the upright generation shall be blessed.  R/. 
 

An evil report he shall not fear; 
   his heart is firm, trusting in the Lord. 
His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear 
   till he looks down upon his foes.  R/. 



Lavishly he gives to the poor; 
   his generosity shall endure forever; 
his horn shall be exalted in glory.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Mark 12:13-17 
 

Some Pharisees and Herodians were sent to Jesus to ensnare him in his speech. They came 
and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man and that you are not concerned 
with anyone’s opinion. You do not regard a person’s status but teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth. Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not? Should we pay or 
should we not pay?” Knowing their hypocrisy he said to them, “Why are you testing me? Bring 
me a denarius to look at.” They brought one to him and he said to them, “Whose image and 
inscription is this?” They replied to him, “Caesar’s.” So Jesus said to them, “Repay to Caesar 
what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” They were utterly amazed at him. 
 
Reflection 
 

   Your true character is finally showing itself! (Tobit 2:14) 
   Most scholars believe that the Book of Tobit, which we’ll follow in our Mass readings this week, is 
a collection of stories from ancient folk literature. So why is it part of our Bible? Because it reveals 
timeless truths about marriage, family life, and suffering that can strengthen our relationships and 
guide us as we pray for family members. 
   For example, the story reminds us that no family has a perfect life. Tobit’s wife, Anna, criticizes 
him in an already hard time (Tobit 2:14). Both Tobit and Anna fret mightily over the safety of their 
son, Tobiah (5:18-19). Their future daughter-in-law, Sarah, even contemplates suicide (3:10). These 
characters are deeply human, and that helps us relate to their challenges. 
   The Book of Tobit also shows us how important it is to stay faithful to God in prayer. In moments 
of great uncertainty, the Israelites in Tobit cling to the Lord (7:17). They ask for his intervention and 
keep practicing the customs that center their lives around God (8:4-7). And he does intervene! He 
provides for Tobit and his family by sending an angel as a messenger and traveling companion (3:16-
17). 
   Finally, the characters in this story courageously entrust their family members to God. Even when 
they don’t see the outcomes they are praying for, Sarah and Tobit place their own and their loved 
ones’ lives in God’s hands (Tobit 3:1-15). They also speak confidently of God’s everlasting 
goodness, even when they could have been complaining (7:11). In this, they remind us to surrender 
our families to the Lord in faith, and they show us the importance of praising God in the midst of 
trials. 
   So enjoy this lively story! As you do, remember to pray and place your trust in a loving God who 
knows your struggles and is at work in the middle of them — even when you don’t recognize it! 
   Lord, I place my family in your hands. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 



and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


