
 

 

 

Thursday, June 10, 2021  
 
 

    -- Thursday of the Tenth Week in Ordinary Time  
 
 

First Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:15—4:1, 3-6 
 

Brothers and sisters: To this day, whenever Moses is read, a veil 
lies over the hearts of the children of Israel, but whenever a 
person turns to the Lord the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the 
Spirit and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. All of 
us, gazing with unveiled face on the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, as from the 
Lord who is the Spirit. 
 

Therefore, since we have this ministry through the mercy shown 
us, we are not discouraged. And even though our Gospel is 
veiled, it is veiled for those who are perishing, in whose case the 
god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that 
they may not see the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we 
do not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your slaves for the sake of 
Jesus. For God who said, Let light shine out of darkness, has shone in our hearts to bring to 
light the knowledge of the glory of God on the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 
 

The glory of the Lord will dwell in our land. 
 

I will hear what God proclaims; 
    the Lord–for he proclaims peace to his people. 
Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him, 
    glory dwelling in our land.  R/. 
 

Kindness and truth shall meet; 
    justice and peace shall kiss. 
Truth shall spring out of the earth, 
    and justice shall look down from heaven.  R/. 
 

The Lord himself will give his benefits; 
    our land shall yield its increase. 
Justice shall walk before him, 
    and salvation, along the way of his steps.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 5:20-26 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will not enter into the Kingdom of heaven.  
 



“You have heard that it was said to your ancestors, You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be 
liable to judgment. But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment, 
and whoever says to his brother, Raqa, will be answerable to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, 
‘You fool,’ will be liable to fiery Gehenna. Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there 
recall that your brother has anything against you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and 
be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Settle with your opponent 
quickly while on the way to court with him. Otherwise your opponent will hand you over to the 
judge, and the judge will hand you over to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Amen, 
I say to you, you will not be released until you have paid the last penny.” 
 
Reflection 
 

   Whenever a person turns to the Lord the veil is removed. (2 Corinthians 3:16) 
   When a person’s face is veiled, a very essential part of them is hidden, a part that can reveal their 
thoughts or emotions. When Paul talks about the ancient Israelites’ hearts being veiled, he is saying 
there was something that made them unable to perceive God fully. Something cut them off from 
seeing his face. 
   Of course, Paul didn’t mean they couldn’t see God at all. Paul meant that they didn’t have the full 
revelation of God yet. They had the Law of Moses to follow and to meditate on. They had the privilege 
of worshipping at the Temple, and they had feast days and sabbath days when they could gather to 
pray. But there was still something missing. 
   When Jesus came, the veil was removed. By being born and living among us, Jesus showed us 
the face of God. It was the face of a God who is not distant but very near to us (Acts 17:27). Finally, 
after long years of waiting, God revealed the love and compassion that moved him to enter into our 
humanity and save us. 
   Today, we know the truths about Christ’s work of salvation, but in order to “see” him, we have to 
turn to him. There are many ways we can do this. In the pages of Scripture, we see Jesus healing 
and reaching out to the lost. As we look at a crucifix, we can see the sacrifice of love he made for 
us. We can see him in the faces of the people around us, especially the poor. In the Tabernacle at 
church, we can see his great humility in being present in the Eucharistic Bread. 
   Think about what happens each time you “see” Jesus in one of these ways. When his grace and 
mercy touch you, you are changed. You know that you are loved eternally, no matter what you have 
done. You experience the peace that comes from knowing you are forgiven. Your anxieties lessen 
as you begin to see things from an eternal perspective. And you also want to be better — to be more 
like him. 
   So turn to Jesus today. Let him remove the veil and open your eyes to the face of God. 
   Lord, I want to see you today! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 



receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


