
 

 

 

Wednesday, June 9, 2021  
 
 

    -- Wednesday of the Tenth Week in Ordinary Time  
 
 

    -- St. Ephrem, Deacon & Doctor of the Church  
 
 

First Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:4-11 
 

Brothers and sisters: Such confidence we have through Christ 
toward God. Not that of ourselves we are qualified to take credit 
for anything as coming from us; rather, our qualification comes 
from God, who has indeed qualified us as ministers of a new 
covenant, not of letter but of spirit; for the letter brings death, but 
the Spirit gives life. 
 

Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, was so 
glorious that the children of Israel could not look intently at the 
face of Moses because of its glory that was going to fade, how 
much more will the ministry of the Spirit be glorious? For if the ministry of condemnation was 
glorious, the ministry of righteousness will abound much more in glory. Indeed, what was 
endowed with glory has come to have no glory in this respect because of the glory that 
surpasses it. For if what was going to fade was glorious, how much more will what endures be 
glorious. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 99:5, 6, 7, 8, 9 
 

Holy is the Lord our God. 
 

Extol the Lord, our God, 
    and worship at his footstool; 
holy is he!  R/. 
 

Moses and Aaron were among his priests, 
    and Samuel, among those who called upon his name; 
they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.  R/. 
 

From the pillar of cloud he spoke to them; 
    they heard his decrees and the law he gave them.  R/. 
 

O Lord, our God, you answered them; 
    a forgiving God you were to them, 
though requiting their misdeeds.  R/. 
 

Extol the Lord, our God, 
    and worship at his holy mountain; 
for holy is the Lord, our God.  R/. 



Gospel: Matthew 5:17-19 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the law, until all things have 
taken place. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches 
others to do so will be called least in the Kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys and teaches 
these commandments will be called greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.” 
 
Reflection 
 

   I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. (Matthew 5:17) 
   When a man and a woman come together in marriage, two things happen at the same time. First, 
the man “leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife.” And second, “the two of them 
become one body” (Genesis 2:24). This twofold act of leaving behind something good for the sake 
of something even better is one way to understand Jesus’ words about the Law of Moses in today’s 
Gospel. 
   Every husband and wife bring their past experiences with them into their marriage, and together 
they take who they were and what they have learned and create something unique out of it: a new 
family. They don’t abolish their past or the people they once were. They take what was good from it 
and leave behind what no longer works. Everything they have learned finds its fulfillment in the life 
they forge together. Over time, they raise their children to live out this new life they have created. 
   Similarly, when Jesus became a man, he united himself to our humanity in an intense and intimate 
way. And by doing so, he took all that his people, Israel, had learned and all they had become and 
created something new out of it: the family of the Church. By offering himself on the cross, he fulfilled 
the heart of the commandment to love God and neighbor even as he made it possible for us to do 
the same. And by giving us the sacraments of Baptism and the Eucharist, he transformed the 
traditions of animal sacrifice and circumcision. The result? Children of God who shine his light to the 
entire world. 
   In the Gospel readings over the next few days, Jesus will be laying out what he wants life in his 
new family to look like: reconciliation between brothers and sisters, turning the other cheek, purity in 
marriage, and love for our enemies. All of this can sound intimidating at first. But always remember: 
you are part of a new family. You are a “new creation” in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17)! That means 
you are an heir to all the grace you need to live the life Jesus has called you to. So how will you fulfill 
the purpose and intentions of God’s laws today? 
   Thank you, Lord, for making me a new creation and bringing me into your family! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 



I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


