
 

 

 

Thursday, September 2, 2021  
 
 

    -- Thursday of the Twenty-Second Week in Ordinary Time  
 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Rev. William J.  
         Sullivan 

 
 

First Reading: Colossians 1:9-14 
 

Brothers and sisters: From the day we heard about you, we do 
not cease praying for you and asking that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of God’s will through all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, so as to 
be fully pleasing, in every good work bearing fruit and growing in 
the knowledge of God, strengthened with every power, in accord 
with his glorious might, for all endurance and patience, with joy 
giving thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to share in the 
inheritance of the holy ones in light. He delivered us from the 
power of darkness and transferred us to the Kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 98:2-3, 3-4, 5-6 
 

The Lord has made known his salvation. 
 

The Lord has made his salvation known: 
    in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice. 
He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness 
    toward the house of Israel.  R/. 
 

All the ends of the earth have seen 
    the salvation by our God. 
Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands; 
    break into song; sing praise.  R/. 
 

Sing praise to the Lord with the harp, 
    with the harp and melodious song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
    sing joyfully before the King, the Lord.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 5:1-11 
 

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he was standing by 
the Lake of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had 
disembarked and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore. Then he sat down and taught 



the crowds from the boat. After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep 
water and lower your nets for a catch.” Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all 
night and have caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.” When they had done 
this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing. They signaled to their 
partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came and filled both boats so that the 
boats were in danger of sinking. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and 
said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” For astonishment at the catch of fish they 
had made seized him and all those with him, and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
who were partners of Simon. Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 
catching men.” When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed 
him. 
 
Reflection 
 

    From the day we heard about you, we do not cease praying for you. (Colossians 1:9) 
    Paul had probably never met the believers from Colossae, a town in modern-day Turkey. His 
coworker Epaphras likely planted the church and then recounted all that God had done among them. 
From a distance, Paul took them into his heart and prayed tirelessly for them. 
    As Paul prayed for the Colossians, two themes emerged. First, he praised God for all that he had 
done in this church. Second, he prayed that they would be even more open to God’s work in their 
lives. These themes of praise and intercession are so intertwined that it’s hard to say whether his 
praise was punctuated with intercession — or if it was the other way around! 
    Another "pray-er” who blended praise with intercession was St. Julian of Norwich. Born around 
1342 in Great Britain, she was separated from Paul by many years and miles. But if you listen to her 
describe the way she prayed for people, you can hear the similarities: I look at God, I look at you, 
and I keep looking at God. 
    How about following this pattern as you pray for people? 
    I look at God. Begin by fixing your attention on the Lord. You can imagine him enthroned in heaven 
— glorious, radiant, and filled with love for his people. You may feel praise or gratitude begin to well 
up in your heart. 
    I look at you. In this posture of worship, try to visualize the person you want to pray for. Instead of 
immediately offering a prayer, take a moment to be still. Try to recognize any prayers that seem to 
be "bubbling up” within you. That may be the Spirit giving you a heavenly perspective on the person 
or situation you are praying for. But even if you don’t sense anything, you’re still interceding. You’re 
still being present to God on their behalf. And you can still pray God’s blessing upon them and 
mention their needs. 
    I keep looking at God. Take a moment to thank the Lord for what he has already done in that 
person’s life — and for what he’s going to do. Remember that he hears your prayers. 
    Lord, thank you for listening when I pray. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 



and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


