
 

 

 

Wednesday, September 1, 2021  
 
 

    -- Wednesday of the Twenty-Second Week in Ordinary Time  
 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Rita Manion 
 
 

First Reading: Colossians 1:1-8 
 

Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy 
our brother, to the holy ones and faithful brothers and sisters in 
Christ in Colossae: grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
 

We always give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when we pray for you, for we have heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus and the love that you have for all the holy ones 
because of the hope reserved for you in heaven. Of this you have 
already heard through the word of truth, the Gospel, that has 
come to you. Just as in the whole world it is bearing fruit and 
growing, so also among you, from the day you heard it and came to know the grace of God in 
truth, as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow slave, who is a trustworthy minister of 
Christ on your behalf and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 52:10, 11 
 

I trust in the mercy of God for ever. 
 

I, like a green olive tree 
    in the house of God, 
Trust in the mercy of God 
    forever and ever.  R/. 
 

I will thank you always for what you have done, 
    and proclaim the goodness of your name 
before your faithful ones.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 4:38-44 
 

After Jesus left the synagogue, he entered the house of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law was 
afflicted with a severe fever, and they interceded with him about her. He stood over her, rebuked 
the fever, and it left her. She got up immediately and waited on them. 
 

At sunset, all who had people sick with various diseases brought them to him. He laid his hands 
on each of them and cured them. And demons also came out from many, shouting, “You are the 
Son of God.” But he rebuked them and did not allow them to speak because they knew that he 
was the Christ. 
 



At daybreak, Jesus left and went to a deserted place. The crowds went looking for him, and 
when they came to him, they tried to prevent him from leaving them. But he said to them, “To 
the other towns also I must proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God, because for this 
purpose I have been sent.” And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 
 
Reflection 
 

    To the holy ones and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ . . . (Colossians 1:2) 
    Holy and faithful! It sounds as if the Colossians were doing well. Like us, they had been baptized 
and were trying their best to live as disciples in a secular world. They were also striving to navigate 
a culture that emphasized supernatural powers and extreme self-denial. And for the most part, they 
were succeeding. But the rest of Paul’s letter shows that they also had their share of problems. 
    So is Paul turning a blind eye to their weaknesses? Not at all. In fact, he spends the first part of 
his letter reminding them of who Christ is — the one Paul says they are "in” (Colossians 1:2). This 
Christ is "the image of the invisible God,” the one who holds all creation together (1:15, 17). Paul 
goes on to show that the pagan practices and beliefs were mere shadows. Jesus is the fullness, the 
reality (1:19; 2:17). 
    Paul could call them holy and faithful for one clear reason: "Christ in you, the hope for glory” 
(Colossians 1:27). Jesus, the holy and faithful one, lived in them. Despite their struggles with sin, 
their incomplete understanding, and their need to grow in love, Jesus was at work within them. By 
the power of the Spirit, he was making them holy and helping them to be faithful. If they cooperated 
with the Spirit, their lives would reflect the gift they had already received. 
    This month, our articles focus on this mystery — that the all-holy God dwells in "earthen vessels” 
like us (2 Corinthians 4:7). If we are willing, Jesus can make us holy and faithful. Let’s spend a few 
minutes with him each day in prayer. Let’s marvel that the one who formed the universe lives in our 
hearts. And let’s yield to him by being faithful to the tasks before us and by loving the people he has 
placed in our lives. 
    Lord, make me more like you today. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 



defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


