
 

 

 

Friday, September 17, 2021  
 
 

    -- Friday of the Twenty-Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 
 
 

    -- St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Deceased Members of  
  the Casem and Long Families 

 
 

First Reading: 1 Timothy 6:2-12 
 

Beloved: Teach and urge these things. Whoever teaches something 
different and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the religious teaching is conceited, understanding 
nothing, and has a morbid disposition for arguments and verbal 
disputes. From these come envy, rivalry, insults, evil suspicions, and 
mutual friction among people with corrupted minds, who are 
deprived of the truth, supposing religion to be a means of gain. Indeed, religion with contentment is 
a great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, just as we shall not be able to take anything out 
of it. If we have food and clothing, we shall be content with that. Those who want to be rich are falling 
into temptation and into a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge them into 
ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all evils, and some people in their desire 
for it have strayed from the faith and have pierced themselves with many pains. 
 

But you, man of God, avoid all this. Instead, pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, 
and gentleness. Compete well for the faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which you were called when 
you made the noble confession in the presence of many witnesses. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20 
 

Blessed the poor in spirit; the Kingdom of heaven is theirs! 
 

Why should I fear in evil days 
    when my wicked ensnarers ring me round? 
They trust in their wealth; 
    the abundance of their riches is their boast.  R/. 
 

Yet in no way can a man redeem himself, 
    or pay his own ransom to God; 
Too high is the price to redeem one’s life; he would never have enough 
    to remain alive always and not see destruction.  R/. 
 

Fear not when a man grows rich, 
    when the wealth of his house becomes great, 
For when he dies, he shall take none of it; 
    his wealth shall not follow him down.  R/. 
 

Though in his lifetime he counted himself blessed, 



    “They will praise you for doing well for yourself,” 
He shall join the circle of his forebears 
    who shall never more see light.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 8:1-3 
 

Jesus journeyed from one town and village to another, preaching and proclaiming the good news of 
the Kingdom of God. Accompanying him were the Twelve and some women who had been cured of 
evil spirits and infirmities, Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, Joanna, 
the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, Susanna, and many others who provided for them out of their 
resources. 
 
Reflection 
 

    . . . a morbid disposition for arguments and verbal disputes. (1 Timothy 6:4) 
    You don’t have to look very far to find what St. Paul is talking about. Unhealthy interest in 
arguments? Verbal disputes that lead to rivalry and insults? That could describe a lot of what you 
see in the news or on social media. Even closer to home, we can see friction that comes from 
suspicion or envy in our neighborhoods and families. It seems that everywhere we go, there are 
situations that can drag us into negativity. 
    But it doesn’t have to be that way. As St. Paul exhorted his young friend Timothy, we can “avoid 
all this” (1 Timothy 6:11). We don’t have to give in to the negative influences that surround us or the 
harmful tendencies within us. We can make things better both in our own lives and for the people 
around us. 
    How? By following Jesus’ example. He never engaged in pointless argumentation. Even when he 
disagreed with people, his goal was to reveal the merciful heart of his heavenly Father. So when you 
face conflict, look to him so that you can receive the love he has for you and for the people you 
disagree with. Stay close to him; let his holiness help sweep aside any unhealthy rivalry or irritation 
that might have a hold on you. 
    Then you can take that uplifted attitude with you when you are interacting with other people. With 
your eyes fixed on Christ, you can find the grace to be positive and encouraging, even when you’re 
talking to people you disagree with. You can show them the loving and merciful heart of God and 
bring Jesus’ light into a distrustful or emotionally charged situation. It’s not always easy, and it takes 
some practice, but you might be surprised to see how you can diffuse some of the negative things 
that St. Paul describes today. 
    You are a child of God, and he rejoices in helping you pursue righteousness. He loves it when 
you bring the light of his presence wherever you go. 
    Lord, help me put aside useless argumentation. I want to bring your presence with me wherever 
I go today. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 



receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


