
 
 

 
Monday, September 20, 2021  
 
 
    -- Monday of the Twenty-Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 
 
 
    -- Memorial of St. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest, and Paul Chong  

     Ha-Sang, and Companions, Martyrs 
 
 

First Reading: Ezra 1:1-6 
 

In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of 
the Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord inspired King Cyrus of Persia 
to issue this proclamation throughout his kingdom, both by word of 
mouth and in writing: “Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia: ‘All the 
kingdoms of the earth the Lord, the God of heaven, has given to me, 
and he has also charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. Therefore, whoever among you belongs to any 
part of his people, let him go up, and may his God be with him! Let 
everyone who has survived, in whatever place he may have dwelt, 
be assisted by the people of that place with silver, gold, goods, and cattle, together with free-will 
offerings for the house of God in Jerusalem.’” Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin and the 
priests and Levites – everyone, that is, whom God had inspired to do so – prepared to go up to build 
the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. 
 

All their neighbors gave them help in every way, with silver, gold, goods, and cattle, and with many 
precious gifts besides all their free-will offerings. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 
 

The Lord has done marvels for us. 
 

When the Lord brought back the captives of Zion, 
    we were like men dreaming. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
    and our tongue with rejoicing.  R/. 
 

Then they said among the nations, 
    “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
The Lord has done great things for us; 
    we are glad indeed.  R/. 
 

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
    like the torrents in the southern desert. 
Those that sow in tears 
    shall reap rejoicing.  R/. 
 

Although they go forth weeping, 
    carrying the seed to be sown, 



They shall come back rejoicing, 
    carrying their sheaves.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 8:16-18 
 

Jesus said to the crowd: “No one who lights a lamp conceals it with a vessel or sets it under a bed; 
rather, he places it on a lampstand so that those who enter may see the light. For there is nothing 
hidden that will not become visible, and nothing secret that will not be known and come to light. Take 
care, then, how you hear. To anyone who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, 
even what he seems to have will be taken away.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    He places it on a lampstand so that those who enter may see the light. (Luke 8:16).  
    Would you buy a brand-new lamp and place a bulb in it, only to then put it in a closet or store it in 
your basement? Of course not! You bought that lamp, put a bulb in it, and then placed it in a dark 
room, all so that it could give light to all who enter.  
    That’s what Jesus is getting at in today’s parable. We’re the lamp, he’s the one who has chosen 
us, and the “bulb” is the grace of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. And the darkness that needs to be 
illuminated? The world, filled with people who have yet to hear about and receive God’s love and 
mercy. 
    If we want our light to shine into the darkness, we need to proclaim Jesus, the Light of the World. 
And we should do that not only through our words but through the witness of our lives. We might not 
even realize it, but our faith, our hope, and our love make the transformative power of God’s love 
and mercy visible for all to see. 
    How does that happen? Here are some examples. We proclaim the gospel when, in faith, we trust 
in God’s promises and hold fast to him, even as we navigate the ups and downs and twists and turns 
of life. We proclaim the gospel when, in the face of sickness, suffering, and death, we hold fast to 
the hope that we will one day live in heaven, forever in God’s embrace. We proclaim the gospel 
when we love as Jesus did, willing to sacrifice for the good of others and to forgive those who have 
hurt us. This is what makes us shine in the world — living in faith, hope, and love. As we live this 
way, we ensure that wherever we are placed, we will be a bright light for the Lord. 
    Remember that our light can shine not just for people far from the Lord but for one another as 
well. No matter how long we have been following Jesus, we can proclaim the gospel to our brothers 
and sisters both by our words and by how we live our lives. Then together we become a light that 
can never be concealed!  
    How can I shine for you today, Lord? 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 



Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


