
 

 

 

Saturday, September 11, 2021  
 
 

    -- Saturday of the Twenty-Third Week in Ordinary Time  
 
 

First Reading: 1 Timothy 1:15-17 
 

Beloved: This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance: 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Of these I am 
the foremost. But for that reason I was mercifully treated, so that 
in me, as the foremost, Christ Jesus might display all his patience 
as an example for those who would come to believe in him for 
everlasting life. To the king of ages, incorruptible, invisible, the 
only God, honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 113:1-2, 3-4, 5, 6-7 
 

Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever. 
 

Praise, you servants of the Lord, 
    praise the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
    both now and forever.  R/. 
 

From the rising to the setting of the sun 
    is the name of the Lord to be praised. 
High above all nations is the Lord; 
    above the heavens is his glory.  R/. 
 

Who is like the Lord, our God, 
    and looks upon the heavens and the earth below? 
He raises up the lowly from the dust; 
    from the dunghill he lifts up the poor.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 6:43-49 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear 
good fruit. For every tree is known by its own fruit. For people do not pick figs from thornbushes, 
nor do they gather grapes from brambles. A good person out of the store of goodness in his 
heart produces good, but an evil person out of a store of evil produces evil; for from the fullness 
of the heart the mouth speaks. 
 

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ but not do what I command? I will show you what someone 
is like who comes to me, listens to my words, and acts on them. That one is like a man building 
a house, who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when the flood came, the river burst 
against that house but could not shake it because it had been well built. But the one who listens 



and does not act is like a person who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When 
the river burst against it, it collapsed at once and was completely destroyed.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Of these I am the foremost. (1 Timothy 1:15) 
    When you hear St. Paul calling himself the “foremost” of sinners (1 Timothy 1:15), you might think, 
“Oh, come on, Paul! Surely, you’re exaggerating.” Granted, in the past Paul was a formidable enemy 
of Christ and his Church, but everything changed on the road to Damascus. From that day on, he 
was a tireless proclaimer of the gospel. So how could he continue to identify himself as a great 
sinner? Wasn’t that entirely in the past? 
    Paul understood that he would always struggle with sinful drives, even after he had been baptized. 
He knew that Jesus came to save sinners — and that included not only criminals but “upstanding” 
citizens like himself. Paul’s conversion didn’t stop on that road; it was just beginning! Salvation was 
an ongoing process for him, as it is for all of us. Perhaps Pope Francis expressed it best when he 
once described himself by saying, “I am a sinner whom the Lord has looked upon with mercy." 
    Which brings us to the other part of this verse: Christ Jesus came to save us from sin, not to 
condemn us for it. He didn’t come to lord it over us or to make us stew in guilt over how sinful we 
are. Paul understood this too. He knew that in spite of the depth of his sinfulness, God had poured 
out his heavenly grace to cleanse him and lift him up. That’s why acknowledging that he was a sinner 
didn’t lead Paul to discouragement or despair. 
    Throughout his whole life, Paul managed to keep holding on to these two profound truths at the 
same time. Yes, he was a sinner. And yes, he was a beloved child of God. These are the truths he 
urged Timothy to hold on to. They are the truths he urges us to hold on to as well. So let’s rejoice 
with Paul in the seeming paradox of our “dual” identity: sinners who have received God’s mercy! 
    Lord, help me to be grateful that even though I am a sinner, I am your child! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 



May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


