
 

 

 

Saturday, September 18, 2021  
 
 

    -- Saturday of the Twenty-Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 
 
 

First Reading: 1 Timothy 6:13-16 
 

Beloved: I charge you before God, who gives life to all things, and 
before Christ Jesus, who gave testimony under Pontius Pilate for 
the noble confession, to keep the commandment without stain or 
reproach until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ that the 
blessed and only ruler will make manifest at the proper time, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who 
dwells in unapproachable light, and whom no human being has seen 
or can see. To him be honor and eternal power. Amen. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 100:1-2, 3, 4, 5 
 

Come with joy into the presence of the Lord. 
 

Sing joyfully to the Lord all you lands; 
    serve the Lord with gladness; 
come before him with joyful song.  R/. 
 

Know that the Lord is God; 
    he made us, his we are; 
his people, the flock he tends.  R/. 
 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
    his courts with praise; 
Give thanks to him; bless his name.  R/. 
 

For he is good: 
    the Lord, whose kindness endures forever, 
and his faithfulness, to all generations.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 8:4-15 
 

When a large crowd gathered, with people from one town after another journeying to Jesus, he spoke 
in a parable. “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path and 
was trampled, and the birds of the sky ate it up. Some seed fell on rocky ground, and when it grew, 
it withered for lack of moisture. Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and choked 
it. And some seed fell on good soil, and when it grew, it produced fruit a hundredfold.” After saying 
this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear.” 
 

Then his disciples asked him what the meaning of this parable might be. He answered, “Knowledge 
of the mysteries of the Kingdom of God has been granted to you; but to the rest, they are made 
known through parables so that they may look but not see, and hear but not understand. 
 

“This is the meaning of the parable. The seed is the word of God. Those on the path are the ones 
who have heard, but the Devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that they may not 



believe and be saved. Those on rocky ground are the ones who, when they hear, receive the word 
with joy, but they have no root; they believe only for a time and fall away in time of temptation. As 
for the seed that fell among thorns, they are the ones who have heard, but as they go along, they 
are choked by the anxieties and riches and pleasures of life, and they fail to produce mature fruit. 
But as for the seed that fell on rich soil, they are the ones who, when they have heard the word, 
embrace it with a generous and good heart, and bear fruit through perseverance.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    They are the ones who . . . bear fruit through perseverance. (Luke 8:15) 
    Perseverance: we all know what it means. Don’t give up. Keep going when the going gets tough. 
Grit your teeth and keep trying hard. All of which sounds unpleasant at best and, at times, nearly 
impossible. 
    But why does Jesus use this word when describing the “rich soil” — the people in whom God’s 
word takes root and bears good fruit (Luke 8:15)? Perhaps because without perseverance, it’s much 
more difficult to be fruitful. Just look at the people described in today’s parable. Those on rocky 
ground received God’s word with joy, but they believed “only for a time” (8:13). And rather than hold 
fast in adversity, those in thorn-infested soil allowed themselves to become “choked by the anxieties 
and riches and pleasures of life” (8:14). 
    Perseverance is key to every aspect of our spiritual journey. We need to persevere as we battle 
temptation and the lies of the devil. We have to persevere to fight the distractions that take our focus 
off of God and place it onto lesser things that don’t satisfy us. And most important, we need to 
persevere in prayer. 
    When we spend time with God each day, we are more able to bear fruit for God and his kingdom. 
It’s in prayer that God gives us the grace to face our challenges and the will to carry on. So if we can 
persevere in prayer, we’ll find the strength to persevere in everything else he is asking of us. 
    It’s not always easy to stay faithful to daily prayer. So often, life gets in the way. If you’re struggling 
in this area, ask God to help you. He can point out times in your busy day when you might be able 
to get away for some precious time with him, even if for only a few minutes. Perhaps you could ask 
a friend to intercede for you. Just keep trying, and know that over time, your daily “appointment” with 
God can become the most treasured part of your day — one you won’t ever want to miss! 
    Jesus, help me persevere in prayer so that I can bear fruit for you. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 



Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


