
 

 

 

Thursday, September 16, 2021  
 
 

    -- Thursday of the Twenty-Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 
 
 

    -- Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop,  
       Martyrs 

 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Marna Kirkham 
 
 

First Reading: 1 Timothy 4:12-16 
 

Beloved: Let no one have contempt for your youth, but set an 
example for those who believe, in speech, conduct, love, faith, and 
purity. Until I arrive, attend to the reading, exhortation, and teaching. 
Do not neglect the gift you have, which was conferred on you 
through the prophetic word with the imposition of hands by the 
presbyterate. Be diligent in these matters, be absorbed in them, so 
that your progress may be evident to everyone. Attend to yourself and to your teaching; persevere 
in both tasks, for by doing so you will save both yourself and those who listen to you. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 111:7-8, 9, 10 
 

How great are the works of the Lord! 
 

The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
    sure are all his precepts, 
Reliable forever and ever, 
    wrought in truth and equity.  R/. 
 

He has sent deliverance to his people; 
    he has ratified his covenant forever; 
holy and awesome is his name.  R/. 
 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
    prudent are all who live by it. 
His praise endures forever.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 7:36-50 
 

A certain Pharisee invited Jesus to dine with him, and he entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined 
at table. Now there was a sinful woman in the city who learned that he was at table in the house of 
the Pharisee. Bringing an alabaster flask of ointment, she stood behind him at his feet weeping and 
began to bathe his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them, and anointed 
them with the ointment. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would know who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, that 
she is a sinner.” Jesus said to him in reply, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” “Tell me, 
teacher,” he said. “Two people were in debt to a certain creditor; one owed five hundred days’ wages 
and the other owed fifty. Since they were unable to repay the debt, he forgave it for both. Which of 



them will love him more?” Simon said in reply, “The one, I suppose, whose larger debt was forgiven.” 
He said to him, “You have judged rightly.” Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you 
see this woman? When I entered your house, you did not give me water for my feet, but she has 
bathed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but she has 
not ceased kissing my feet since the time I entered. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she 
anointed my feet with ointment. So I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; hence, she has 
shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” He said to her, “Your sins are 
forgiven.” The others at table said to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” But he said 
to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    Do you see this woman? (Luke 7:44) 
    Whatever else you might say about Simon the Pharisee, in this story you have to admit that he 
wanted to get to know Jesus. Despite Jesus’ reputation among many of the religious leaders in 
Israel, Simon wasn’t afraid to invite him into his home. In this way at least, Simon is like us: we also 
invite Jesus into our lives to learn from him. 
    But today’s Gospel shows us that Jesus isn’t the only one who teaches us about discipleship. 
When he asked Simon, “Do you see this woman?” he was inviting him to see the “sinful” woman 
from a different perspective (Luke 7:44). Rather than seeing her as a sinner, Jesus asked him to see 
her as forgiven and loved — as someone whose faith had brought her healing and salvation. 
    In that moment, Simon the Pharisee, a teacher of the Law of Moses, became the student of a 
woman with a tarnished reputation. When she anointed Jesus’ feet, she taught Simon — and us — 
about worshipping God in gratitude and humility. She taught that salvation and healing are possible 
for even the most sinful or the ones who are scorned by the “righteous.” She taught that the power 
of Jesus’ forgiveness is stronger than the shame of sin. And she taught that those who encounter 
Jesus’ mercy can be transformed by it. 
    We don’t know if Simon took all these lessons to heart. But we can be sure that this one moment, 
when he was looking at this woman through Jesus’ eyes, was a grace-filled opportunity for him to 
learn from her. It was a grace-filled opportunity for him to follow her example of worship, humility, 
and love. 
    Jesus can teach all of us in surprising ways. In fact, every day he offers us numerous grace-filled 
opportunities to learn from him through our relationships and our circumstances. So look out for 
those moments when he asks you, “Do you see this woman? This child? This opportunity?” 
Remember, Christ can speak through anyone. Even the ones you least expect. 
    Jesus, help me to be open to learning from you in new and unexpected ways today. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 



I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


