
 

 

 

Thursday, September 9, 2021  
 
 

    -- Thursday of the Twenty-Third Week in Ordinary Time  
 
 

    -- Memorial of St. Peter Claver, Priest 
 
 

    -- Fr. Deo’s Morning Mass Intention: Rev. John Schmalhofer 
 
 

First Reading: Colossians 3:12-17 
 

Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one 
another, if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, 
that is, the bond of perfection. And let the peace of Christ control 
your hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one 
Body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and 
admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts 
to God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 150:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 
 

Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 
 

Praise the Lord in his sanctuary, 
    praise him in the firmament of his strength. 
Praise him for his mighty deeds, 
    praise him for his sovereign majesty.  R/. 
 

Praise him with the blast of the trumpet, 
    praise him with lyre and harp, 
Praise him with timbrel and dance, 
    praise him with strings and pipe.  R/. 
 

Praise him with sounding cymbals, 
    praise him with clanging cymbals. 
Let everything that has breath 
    praise the Lord! Alleluia.  R/. 
 
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “To you who hear I say, love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. To the person who strikes 
you on one cheek, offer the other one as well, and from the person who takes your cloak, do not 



withhold even your tunic. Give to everyone who asks of you, and from the one who takes what 
is yours do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you. For if you love 
those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. And if 
you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do the same. 
If you lend money to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners lend to sinners, and get back the same amount. But rather, love your enemies and do 
good to them, and lend expecting nothing back; then your reward will be great and you will be 
children of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, 
just as also your Father is merciful. 
 

“Stop judging and you will not be judged. Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive and you will be forgiven. Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed 
together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be poured into your lap. For the measure with 
which you measure will in return be measured out to you.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    Love your enemies. (Luke 6:35) 
    God is love. God is kind. God is compassionate. He is our heavenly Father, and he wants only 
good for us. Statements like these can be a great source of comfort and hope for us, and it’s good 
for us to keep them in the forefront of our minds. 
    But the truth is, God is far more loving and merciful than we can imagine. He loves each of us so 
much that he has made us his children in Christ. And as any good earthly father would do, he wants 
to teach us to be like himself. That means he wants to teach us to love. For the most part, we are 
happy to follow him and try to be as loving and kind and generous as possible. In fact, each of us 
could probably fill a whole room with “neighbors” to whom we’ve shown love and for whom we have 
done acts of kindness. 
    But what happens when someone you consider an enemy walks into that room? Maybe someone 
who has betrayed you or whose life choices you find offensive — is that person your neighbor too? 
    Now, most of us, when faced with this challenging person, would probably not lash out or do 
anything to embarrass them. We may just try to ignore them or push them from our thoughts. But 
what if God whispers in your ear, “I want you to go up to that person and greet them warmly”? What 
if he tells you, “I love that person just as deeply and compassionately as I love you. Can you please 
share that love with them?” That might be more of a challenge. But this is what Jesus meant when 
he told us to love our enemies. He wants our love to be as full and unconditional as his. That’s what 
will make us “children of the Most High” in the truest sense of the word (Luke 6:35). 
    Perhaps you already have someone in mind as you are reading this meditation. If you can, bring 
this person to Jesus in your heart. Imagine the two of you standing before him side-by-side. Ask the 
Lord for the grace to forgive or accept or love this person — whatever you need. If you can’t do this, 
then ask Jesus to help you be patient with yourself as you try to take the next step toward 
reconciliation. 
    Father, thank you for loving all of us equally. Help me to live in that love and to share it with 
everyone. 
 
 
 



An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


