
 

 

 

Tuesday, September 7, 2021  
 
 

    -- Tuesday of the Twenty-Third Week in Ordinary Time  
 
 

    -- Fr. Deo’s Morning Mass Intention: Anne Mundy 
 
 

First Reading: Colossians 2:6-15 
 

Brothers and sisters: As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk 
in him, rooted in him and built upon him and established in the 
faith as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. See to it that 
no one captivate you with an empty, seductive philosophy 
according to the tradition of men, according to the elemental 
powers of the world and not according to Christ. 
 

For in him dwells the whole fullness of the deity bodily, and you 
share in this fullness in him, who is the head of every principality 
and power. In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision 
not administered by hand, by stripping off the carnal body, with the circumcision of Christ. You 
were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the 
power of God, who raised him from the dead. And even when you were dead in transgressions 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, he brought you to life along with him, having forgiven us 
all our transgressions; obliterating the bond against us, with its legal claims, which was opposed 
to us, he also removed it from our midst, nailing it to the cross; despoiling the principalities and 
the powers, he made a public spectacle of them, leading them away in triumph by it. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11 
 

The Lord is compassionate toward all his works. 
 

I will extol you, O my God and King, 
    and I will bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day will I bless you, 
    and I will praise your name forever and ever.  R/. 
 

The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
    slow to anger and of great kindness. 
The Lord is good to all 
    and compassionate toward all his works.  R/. 
 

Let all your works give you thanks, O Lord, 
    and let your faithful ones bless you. 
Let them discourse of the glory of your Kingdom 
    and speak of your might.  R/. 
 
 



Gospel: Luke 6:12-19 
 

Jesus departed to the mountain to pray, and he spent the night in prayer to God. When day 
came, he called his disciples to himself, and from them he chose Twelve, whom he also named 
Apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called a Zealot, 
and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 
 

And he came down with them and stood on a stretch of level ground. A great crowd of his 
disciples and a large number of the people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal region 
of Tyre and Sidon came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and even those who 
were tormented by unclean spirits were cured. Everyone in the crowd sought to touch him 
because power came forth from him and healed them all. 
 
Reflection 
 

    He spent the night in prayer to God. (Luke 6:12) 
    This was a really busy day for Jesus, wasn’t it? He picked twelve apostles. Then he taught a large 
crowd. Then he healed all the sick in the crowd and cast out demons from them. And he did all this 
after having spent the entire night in prayer! 
    Obviously, this is no coincidence. Clearly, Jesus felt the need to pray before accomplishing all 
these things. But what do you think that prayer was like? Do you think he had to ask his Father, 
“Whom should I pick for my apostles tomorrow?” or “What should I say to the crowd?” or “How am I 
going to heal all those people?” 
    Getting answers to those questions was probably part of his prayer. But more than anything else, 
he prayed to enjoy communion with his Father. He prayed because he was one with the Father and 
he wanted to savor that oneness. He needed to say, “I love you, Father!” and to hear the Father say 
to him, “I love you, Son!” All the amazing things he did the next day flowed out of that loving 
relationship. 
    At its heart, that’s what prayer is all about — our relationship with the Lord. Of course, we should 
petition him for our needs, and of course, he loves to hear those requests. But our most fundamental 
need is to be in communion with God, the source of our life. Prayer is meant to be a loving 
conversation in which we express our love for God and he expresses his love for us. 
    Today, try approaching prayer that way. Think of it as a chance to meet with your heavenly Father. 
Start by offering him praise for his goodness, faithfulness, and mercy. Thank him for all the blessings 
he’s given you. Tell him how much you love him. Then listen for his response. He will remind you of 
his love in different ways. He may say “I love you” in the silence of your heart or in a favorite Scripture 
passage. He may remind you of a time when he blessed you in the past. And best of all, he will fill 
you with his Spirit so that you can live as his beloved child. 
    Father, I love you more than anything! Thank you for loving me and making me your child! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 



and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


