
 

 

 

Monday, November 29, 2021  
 
 

    -- Monday of the First Week of Advent  
 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 
 

In days to come, The mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established as the highest mountain and raised above the hills. All 
nations shall stream toward it; many peoples shall come and say: 
“Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain, to the house of the God of 
Jacob, That he may instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in his 
paths.” For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and 
impose terms on many peoples. They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; One nation shall 
not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again. 
 

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

I rejoiced because they said to me, 
    “We will go up to the house of the Lord." 
And now we have set foot 
    within your gates, O Jerusalem.  R/. 
 

Jerusalem, built as a city  
    with compact unity. 
To it the tribes go up,  
    the tribes of the Lord.  R/. 
 

According to the decree for Israel,  
    to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
In it are set up judgment seats,  
    seats for the house of David.  R/. 
 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!  
    May those who love you prosper! 
May peace be within your walls,  
    prosperity in your buildings.  R/. 
 

Because of my relatives and friends 
    I will say, “Peace be within you!" 
Because of the house of the Lord, our God, 
    I will pray for your good.  R/. 



Gospel: Matthew 8:5-11 
 

When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion approached him and appealed to him, saying, “Lord, 
my servant is lying at home paralyzed, suffering dreadfully.” He said to him, “I will come and cure 
him.” The centurion said in reply, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof; only say 
the word and my servant will be healed. For I too am a man subject to authority, with soldiers subject 
to me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come here,’ and he comes; and to my 
slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following 
him, “Amen, I say to you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith. I say to you, many will come 
from the east and the west, and will recline with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the banquet in the 
Kingdom of heaven.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. (Isaiah 2:4) 
    The prophet Isaiah envisions a future when the havoc wrought by wars and violence will be stilled. 
At that time, God will usher in his reign of peace across the world. This peace, or shalom, is meant 
as a state of wholeness, tranquility, and delight, and the word appears nearly thirty times in Isaiah’s 
prophecies. 
    We know that the era of peace Isaiah described will be fulfilled completely at the Second Coming, 
when Jesus returns in glory to establish a new heaven and a new earth. But we also know that this 
age of peace actually began on that first Christmas, when Jesus came to us as a child. He came to 
bring peace to our hearts through the forgiveness of our sins. He came to teach us to show each 
other mercy, not hatred. He came to show us how to live with each other in humility and unity. Jesus 
knew that if we wanted to see peace in the world, it had to start with each of us finding peace in our 
own heart. 
    Can you imagine a world at peace? A time when all family relationships will be reconciled? A time 
when people no longer hurt each other? A time when everyone will know and share the love of God? 
At that time, even nations will put aside the practice of war for good. 
    When he returns to fully establish his kingdom, Jesus will not only end all wars. He will heal all of 
the wounds of war. Soldiers and civilians alike, everyone who has suffered from violence of any kind, 
will be mended by his healing love. In fact, we see a sign of that healing love in today’s Gospel. 
There, a Roman centurion, a seasoned warrior, encounters Jesus. With just a few words, Jesus 
cures his servant’s suffering — an act that the centurion could never accomplish with his sword. 
    So as we long for the day when Isaiah’s prophecy comes to pass fully, let’s pray for peace. Let’s 
pray for every person touched by hatred or division or war, that they will know the healing love of 
Jesus. And this Advent, let’s embrace Jesus, the Prince of Peace, in our hearts. 
    Lord, bring the peace of your kingdom to every corner of the earth! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 



receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


