
 

 

 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021  
 
 

    -- Tuesday of the First Week of Advent  
 
 

    -- Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle 
 
 

    -- Mr. & Mrs. Robert Anspach 
 
 

First Reading: Romans 10:9-18 
 

Brothers and sisters: If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, 
and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The Scripture 
says, No one who believes in him will be put to shame. There is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, 
enriching all who call upon him. For everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved. 
 

But how can they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how can they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone to preach? And how can 
people preach unless they are sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
the good news! But not everyone has heeded the good news; for Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed 
what was heard from us? Thus faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through 
the word of Christ. But I ask, did they not hear? Certainly they did; for 
 

    Their voice has gone forth to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11 
 

The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just. 
 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    refreshing the soul; 
The decree of the Lord is trustworthy, 
    giving wisdom to the simple.  R/. 
 

The precepts of the Lord are right, 
    rejoicing the heart; 
The command of the Lord is clear, 
    enlightening the eye.  R/. 
 

The fear of the Lord is pure, 
    enduring forever; 
The ordinances of the Lord are true, 
    all of them just.  R/. 
 

They are more precious than gold, 
    than a heap of purest gold; 



Sweeter also than syrup 
    or honey from the comb.  R/. 
Gospel: Matthew 4:18-22 
 

As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and 
his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, “Come after 
me, and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. He walked 
along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. 
They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately 
they left their boat and their father and followed him. 
 
Reflection 
 

    They left their nets and followed him. (Matthew 4:20) 
    Could you imagine an executive leaving his high-paying job to volunteer with a nonprofit group 
immediately after meeting its young leader? That’s not normally how human relationships work. It 
takes time for people to get to know each other and to build up mutual trust. So when we see Andrew 
— whose feast we celebrate today — instantly dropping everything to follow Jesus after just a few 
words, we might think it was a rash decision. But that’s not the whole picture. 
    Remember, Andrew had met Jesus earlier. John’s Gospel tells us that John the Baptist had first 
introduced him to Jesus, the “Lamb of God” (1:36). So when he left his job as a fisherman, Andrew 
wasn’t making an impulsive decision. Radical, yes. But Andrew’s decision to follow Jesus flowed 
from the ways he had already encountered the Lord. 
    Every encounter after that only strengthened Andrew’s zeal to follow Jesus. Think of all the 
preaching he heard and all the miracles he witnessed. Think about the privilege of seeing the risen 
Lord or how he received the Holy Spirit. Every new revelation deepened Andrew’s faith. Andrew 
eventually chose to leave his homeland to preach in Asia Minor and Greece, where he made the 
ultimate sacrifice as a martyr. 
    The same is true for us: every encounter with Jesus can deepen our faith a little bit more. We may 
experience him reviving us if we’ve become discouraged or indifferent. Maybe he will help us let go 
of unforgiveness or impatience. Maybe we will experience him strengthening us against temptation. 
Each blessing will help us follow him better. 
    It all starts with an encounter, just as it did for Andrew. So remember, it’s not “just another prayer 
time.” Every time you call on him, every time you go to Mass or Adoration or open your Bible, Jesus 
is there, waiting. The more you open yourself to his love, the more he will change you. So make time 
to encounter the Lord today. Listen! He’s calling your name! 
    Lord Jesus, open my heart to hear your call, today and every day! 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 



come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


