
 

 

 

Saturday, May 14, 2022 
 
 

    -- Saturday of the Fourth Week of Easter  
 
 

    -- Feast of St. Matthias, Apostle 
 
 

First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26 
 

Peter stood up in the midst of the brothers and sisters (there was a 
group of about one hundred and twenty persons in the one place). 
He said, “My brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled 
which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand through the mouth of David, 
concerning Judas, who was the guide for those who arrested Jesus. 
Judas was numbered among us and was allotted a share in this 
ministry. For it is written in the Book of Psalms: Let his encampment 
become desolate, and may no one dwell in it. and: May another take 
his office. 
 

Therefore, it is necessary that one of the men who accompanied us the whole time the Lord Jesus 
came and went among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day on which he was taken 
up from us, become with us a witness to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed, “You, Lord, who know 
the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this apostolic 
ministry from which Judas turned away to go to his own place.” Then they gave lots to them, and the 
lot fell upon Matthias, and he was counted with the Eleven Apostles. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
 

The Lord will give him a seat with the leaders of his people. 
 

Praise, you servants of the Lord, 
    praise the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
    both now and forever.  R/. 
 

From the rising to the setting of the sun 
    is the name of the Lord to be praised. 
High above all nations is the Lord; 
    above the heavens is his glory.  R/. 
 

Who is like the Lord, our God, who is enthroned on high 
    and looks upon the heavens and the earth below?  R/. 
 

He raises up the lowly from the dust; 
    from the dunghill he lifts up the poor 
To seat them with princes, 
    with the princes of his own people.  R/. 
 



Gospel: John 15:9-17 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you 
keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and remain in his love. 
 

“I have told you this so that my joy might be in you and your joy might be complete. This is my 
commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I no longer call you slaves, 
because a slave does not know what his master is doing. I have called you friends, because I have 
told you everything I have heard from my Father. It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you 
and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my 
name he may give you. This I command you:  love one another.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    Love one another as I love you. (John 15:12) 
    Although Matthias was counted as one of the Twelve, all that we reliably know about him is 
contained within just a few verses from Acts. We know he was a disciple “the whole time the Lord 
Jesus came and went among us” (Acts 1:21). We also know that he had seen the risen Lord. And 
we know that the Holy Spirit chose him to take the place of Judas Iscariot. 
    How could Matthias live up to such an important calling? By doing no more — and no less — than 
what every Christian is called and empowered to do: love as Christ loves. 
    It’s extremely simple. 
    But of course, it’s also extremely difficult. 
    How can any of us love as totally and as selflessly as Jesus loves? The key is found in those very 
words: “As I love you” (John 15:12). Matthias, like the other apostles, had to be convinced that Jesus 
Christ, the holy and eternal Son of God, loved him unconditionally. He had to be convinced too that 
Jesus had chosen him and called him to be an apostle. He had to believe that even though he was 
selected by lot, his choice was no accident. 
    Matthias found the courage to take up his calling and preach the gospel because he knew that 
Jesus didn’t love only him; he loved everyone, especially those who hadn’t heard about him yet. And 
so he longed to make Jesus and his resurrection known to anyone who would listen. It’s that desire 
that led him to lay down his own life, in imitation of Jesus, by preaching and by serving the early 
believers. 
    As we remember St. Matthias today, let’s give thanks to God for all the apostles who loved us to 
the point of giving up their whole lives to witness to the resurrection of Jesus. Let’s thank God that 
in the same way that Jesus continued to love and pour out his life for his disciples, these early 
apostles willingly did the same for us. 
    St. Matthias, teach me to love as Christ loves me. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 



and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


