
 

 

 

Tuesday, May 10, 2022 
 
 

    -- Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Easter  
 
 

    -- Memorial of John of Avila, Priest & Doctor of the Church  
 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Joseph & Marguerite  
Schmalhofer 

 
 

First Reading: Acts 11:19-26 
 

Those who had been scattered by the persecution that arose 
because of Stephen went as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, 
preaching the word to no one but Jews. There were some Cypriots 
and Cyrenians among them, however, who came to Antioch and 
began to speak to the Greeks as well, proclaiming the Lord Jesus. 
The hand of the Lord was with them and a great number who 
believed turned to the Lord. The news about them reached the ears of the Church in Jerusalem, and 
they sent Barnabas to go to Antioch. When he arrived and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and 
encouraged them all to remain faithful to the Lord in firmness of heart, for he was a good man, filled 
with the Holy Spirit and faith. And a large number of people was added to the Lord. Then he went to 
Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year 
they met with the Church and taught a large number of people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples 
were first called Christians. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 87:1-3, 4-5, 6-7 
 

All you nations, praise the Lord. 
 

His foundation upon the holy mountains 
    the Lord loves: 
The gates of Zion, 
    more than any dwelling of Jacob. 
Glorious things are said of you, 
    O city of God!  R/. 
 

I tell of Egypt and Babylon 
    among those who know the Lord; 
Of Philistia, Tyre, Ethiopia: 
    “This man was born there.” 
And of Zion they shall say: 
    “One and all were born in her; 
And he who has established her 
    is the Most High Lord.”  R/. 
 

They shall note, when the peoples are enrolled: 
    “This man was born there.” 



And all shall sing, in their festive dance: 
    “My home is within you.”  R/. 
 

All you nations, praise the Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 10:22-30 
 

The feast of the Dedication was taking place in Jerusalem. It was winter. And Jesus walked about in 
the temple area on the Portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How 
long are you going to keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered 
them, “I told you and you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify to me. But you 
do not believe, because you are not among my sheep. My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and 
they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one can take them out of my 
hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can take them out of the 
Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    My sheep hear my voice. (John 10:27) 
    Do you know which Jewish holiday corresponds with the feast Jesus attends in today’s Gospel? 
It’s Hanukkah. Known as the Feast of Dedication, it celebrates the rededication of the Temple at 
Jerusalem by Judas Maccabaeus in 165 BC. Hanukkah is also known as the Festival of Lights 
because a small amount of oil miraculously kept the Temple lamp burning for eight days. Hanukkah 
begins on the first night with one candle shining in the darkness of winter. Then for the next seven 
nights, one by one, another candle is lit, allowing even more light to break through. 
    John’s mention of Hanukkah could refer to a major theme in his Gospel: darkness and light. Jesus, 
the light of the world, stands in the Temple during the festival and states that he is the Messiah (John 
10:24-25). But despite Jesus’ mighty deeds, some can’t see them for what they are: signs pointing 
to who he is. These people are still in darkness. 
    What can break through the darkness? Jesus’ voice. “My sheep hear my voice,” Jesus proclaims, 
“and they follow me” (John 10:27). Somehow, Jesus’ voice can open a person’s eyes to see the 
works that reveal who Jesus is. Then everything begins to change. 
    This was true for the disciples as they heard his call and left everything to follow him. It was true 
of the first Christians as they listened to the Spirit and brought the light of Christ to distant nations. 
And it’s true for us today as we learn to hear and respond to Jesus’ still, small voice. 
    Everyone can hear the voice of the Lord, but it takes practice to learn to recognize it. It helps to 
quiet your mind and ask Jesus to speak during prayer. He might speak through today’s Scriptures. 
Try reading them slowly; see if anything stands out. He may speak through a trusted friend or a 
spiritual song. How can you know if it’s his voice? His words always bring light. They help you to see 
him more clearly, to be more aware of his love, and to be more loving toward the people around you. 
They often bring a sense of peace. Let’s listen for the Lord’s voice so that we can follow him from 
darkness to light. 
    Lord, help me to hear your voice today. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 



are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


